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when they come to ſpeak or write upon P 7 v1 ” 
are much controverted, it is often done in fab ol 
Manner as to increaſe their Contentions IN 
rather than to remove them. One great Cauſe ww 


1 conceive to be this, namely, @ judging of 
by the Lives of thoſe that bold them, rather 
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the eternal Standard of Truth : ſo that if they can 
ſee many Evils in Per/ons that are of contrary Senti- 
ments from themſelves, they are ready 46 conclude 
that they have good Grounds 10 condemn what they 
bald as" falſe. Indeed if wwe are called to judge 
whether a Perſon's Profeſſion is true or falſe, that 
muſt be done by bis Life or Fruits, Mat. 7. 16. But 
whether their Principles that they profeſs, be true or 
falſe, cannot certainly be known by that. 1 believe 
that CazsT d-frgned to caution bis Diſciples - againfl 
* this Snare in that Place, Matt. 27. 2, 3. The Scibes 
and Phariſees fit in Moſes Scat. All therefore what- 
ſoever they bid you obferve, that obſerye and do. 
Some I know frame an Argument from bence to ſup- 


port unconverted Miniſters, as if Cyr1sT ſet them 
#p for Fecha j but I conceive that bis true Defign 


was to cautions Followers againſt caſling ateay 
Truth, becauje ſuch corrupt Men as be was going 
#o ſhew them 10 be, held it : but whatever they taug bi 
aegreable to. Myles Law, be bid them obſerve, yet not 
lo do after their Works, for they ſaid and Gid not. 
And be goes on 10 foew, that they ſhut up the King- 
dom. of Heaven againſt Men, and neither went in 
themſeives, nor ſuffered them that.were entering 
to go in. He calls them\blind: Guides, and Serpents, 
that were, not like-to eſcape the Damaxztion of Hell, 
| i Fer 
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Ver. 13, 16, 33. And what Manof Senje can think 


that our STviour own'd ſuch as kis' Meſſengers ? © 

By the falſe Rule mentioned above, ſome have con- 
demned even the greateſt Points in Religion : as 1 
think I once ſee an Obſervation of Dr. Mather's 
concerning @ foreign Number of Heathens tho bad 
ſome Dealings with the Spaniards ; and they (bolding 
that Heathin Notion of there being many Gods ) 
Jude'd that CHRIST wwas the worſt of all "Gods, 


becauſe the Spaniards profeſt themſelves to be Chriſit- 


ans, and they were the worſt of all Men, 


Another Error near akin to thit, is @ not diffin- 
guiſhing carefully bettween <phat is good and what 
is bad in a Perſon, or Body of People ; but to con- 
demn or juſtify all together. ' To which may be added 


the Way of trying 19 repreſent otbers Sentiments or 


Pra#ice in the worſt Colour they can. 'By reaſon of 
which ſome have become guilty of Railery, if not the 
Breach of the ninth Commandment, while they bave 
been eſſaying to cut down Error. 


Having ſome Sight of theſe Things, has, made me 
' endeavour to watch againſt them in writing this 


Diſcourſe ; 
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Diſcourſe ; and to be tender of Men's Perſons while 
T am. jpeaking agar their Miftakes. And I have 
endeavour'd_as much as might be lo keep from con- 
demning © any Number of People at a Lump, but t 
have expreſt plainly what I think to bt right, and 
what not among them. Yet till if the careful Reader 
diſcovers any Thing of theſe, or other Evils in this 
Treatiſe, impute that io my. Infirmily ; but let not 
that binder your Sou! V5.0 embracing what is 


Truth. 


One Thing more 1 will mentfon that is. often a 
great Hindrance to Men's receiving Truth, and that 
is, a making a wrong Uſe of the Pratice of the Godly 
in paſt Apts. Howe tomnion 4s it- for Men 10. ſay 


tbat this or- that is contrary t0 what our Faibers beld, 
and fo rojeft it ? ar if they were 'our Rule. And 
many ſeem to think that to vary \fromthem, . reflet,s 
upon their Charafters as if they were corrupt Men. 
And Texpett the moſt Batteries from this Quarter of 
any, ogainit the Truth that I am mainly pleading for 
in"this Book. Therefore, though I have ſaid ſome- 
thing to this in anſwer ta an ObjeHion, yet 1 wwill add 
a Word here. 


Solomon was @ great anc good Man," but: yet be 
je 42 the high: Places wwhich-were mo? 64” 17f to 
D, 
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PREFACE. 
EOD, 1 King. 11. 5,8. And both Aſa and Tet 


ihaphat after him were godly Men, and great fare 


mers, and yet them bigh Places were not taken away 
(4 King. 15. 14. and 22. 43.) which afterwards 
Hezekiah aboliſhed, and alſo took away the Braſen 
Serpent, which from Moſes Time to that Day the 
Children of Iſrael bed Idglized, 2 King. 18: 4. Now 
according to this Language that many uſe. they might 
have ſaid, * What ! does this Heztkiah pretend ts 
* know more than Solomon? and will be condemn 
'* all his godly Fathers as corrupt Men, who held 
* and prafiiſed theſe Things ?”” And yet after all 
bis Reformation, and the fariber Steps thereof that 
bis, Grandſon Joliah proceeded in, {2, King. 23—) 
ihe poor Captiives that returned out of Babylon, found 
tbat mone of them all, nor. Davr1 neither, though a 
Maa after Gon's own Heart, bad kept the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles in ihe Form that GOD's Law deſcribed : 
therefore they reformed that, and kept ſuch a Feaſf, 
as had not been kept before fince the Days of Joſhua 


| the Son of Nun, Neb. 8: 13—17. From all which, 


and much more of the like Nature that might be 
obſerved, we may ſee plainly that the Example of the 
beſt of Men is no juft Objeition at all againſt our 
receiving Truth that they did not ſee. Neither tis it 


to be looked upon any Refletion upon their Charatters 
B {bas 
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thus to vary from them. If we do not vary from 
the Scriptures we are ſafe and bappy. 


Now 'tis likely that many when they ſee this Diſ- 
courſe, will be ready to deem it to. be Pride and 
Arrogancy for ſuch a Youth to_ come out in this 
Form againſt ſo many great, learned, yea and good 
Men. But 1 can freely leave that to my divine 
Maſter, to plead. my Cauſe, knowing that @ good 
Conſcience is better than all the. Applauſe of mortal 
Men. | AS, | 


" Some of the Reaſons of my coming forth in_this 
Manner, are as Follow. - Since the LOR D was 
pleaſed to call me forth into this, great Wark of 
Preaching the Goſpel ; as I bave had Opportunity 
to improve in that Work in various- Places, the 
Queſtion has often been ask'd me, eſpecially by the. 
common Miniſters of the Land, What Call I beld 
80, whether ordinary, or extraordinary, mediate 
or immediate? And when wwe bave come to diſ- 
courſe upon it, it bas appeared plain to me, that 
what they bold ro be an ordinary Call, is to be 
called only by Men ; and an extraordinary one is t0 
be called. of G OD, by the ſpecial Influences of -bis 
SPIRIT. For I bave beard them go through with 
| a 


PREFACE.- is 77g 
a Deſeription of their Call, and never mention Gov's Fo |; 
SpikiT in the Caſe ; but only that they were edu- ” _ 


cated for that Purpoſe, and then were introduced, 
and ordained in an orderly Way. 


'L Indeed ſome of them will ſay, that they have an & 
internal Call : but when they come to deſcribe itz _'Þ 
they ſay, ** 'Tis a hearty Diſpoſition to ſerve . _ F 
* GOD in that Work.” "But is it not ſtrange, 
that reaſonable Men ſbould reckon this to be a Call 
frem GOD ? Do they think there ever war @ 
corrups Man in the World, that -went into than 
Wark without ſome Diſpoſition to it, which doubt» 
. tefs they. called. a Diſpaſurion to ſerve GOD ? _ OF 
"aq we allow. it to be a ſincere Diſpoſition, yes 
ill chat is not a Call. The moſt that can be made. 
3” of it is a Willfngneſs to be called Every Saint 
"3 hen ſtanding as they ought, are willing to da" any 
Thing that GOD would have them : but SR 
much further_ than that is needful in order to 
them. know. that be would have them preach the- 
Goſpel publickly. I would not be underſtood to hols. 
farth that there is none which bold Fellowſbip with | 
the Scheme that I condemn, that have truly expe- 
rienced a Call from tbe Seinit of GOD: into the. 
Work. of preaching the Goſpel ; for 4 believe that» , |, 
are ſome, though they may not be convinced of AY 
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Evil of that Method of going on. But @ great 
Part of the Miniſters in the Land evidently run 
in the Channel that I bave deſcribed above. 


Therefore to return, when I have beard them 
| falk in ſuch a Form, it bas put me upon a more 

4 cloſe Examination of the Scriptures, and to look 
i more critically into the Nature of theſe Things : 
| | ( for much of what 1 have here written, I knew 
experimentally before 7 did doftrinally, Prov. 16.23.) 
And after much Search, and crying to the Lord 
| for Direfion, though it never was my Diſpoſition 
[ from a Child to- appear ſingular from others, yet I 
La ave been conſtrained ts appear againſt many in 
Wibis Point. I waited long and attended diligently to 
" what others could ſay ; 1 ſaid, Days ſhould ſpeak, . 
and Multtude of Years ſhould teach Wiſdom. 
But great Men are not always, wiſe: therefore 
I faid, I will anſwer my Part, I alſo. will ſhew 
my Opinion, Fob $2. 7,9, 17. For 1 am per- 
ſwaded that many godly People, being traditionally 
trained up in that way, think it is a Goſpel-Way: 
but being fo clearly convinced that it is not, it bas 
appeared clear Duty to me not to bide my Candle 
wieder @ Buſbel, but to hold- up the Light which 
GOD hath given me, for the 'Geod of uhers. 

. ITE | 
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Another Motive to my publiſhing thir Treatiſe is 


this, that when the LORD is carrying +01 a glori- 


ous Work. for the Good of Souls as any Time, thoſe 
who ſtand againſt it, will firſt try as math as 
poſſible to pick ſome Flaw in tbe Preaching | or the 
Condut of bis Miniſters, that he improves to carry 
it on; but if they cannot get any Advantage that 
Way, but are forced to own” that ſome notable 
Things are ſaid, or done : Then the laſt Shift they 
have to make is, By what Authoricy doſt thou 
theſe Things ? And who gave thee this Au- 
thority ? Mat. 21. 29. Aﬀs 4. % Therefore i 
bas appeared duly to me, to ſbew what the Autho» 
rity of CHR1sT's Miniſiprs is, and bow they come 
by it: and alſo by this, to clear my own Saul-from 
partaking of the Sin of this Generation in theſe 
Things. ' And while I have been writing upon theſe 
Points, the Work of a Goſpel-Miniſter bas open+. 
ed with -freſb Clearneſs and Weight to my Soul 5 
and has made mt cry, Oh! that while I am ewrit- 
ing to others, I may never be negligent, but may 


be made ' faithful in this great Work my felf ! 4 


What was mainly upon my Mind, 'was to deſcribe: 
the Call, and the Charatters of Cux1sT's Mef. 
ſengers, and how they differ from others * but 
in proſecuting this Theme, 1 have ſet down many 


Things that are of common Concernment, and if | 


rightly received may be beneficiat to all. 


F” 
3 » 
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iq | Let none think me to be an Enemy to Learn- 
il | ing becanſe of what 1 have ſaid in this Book - for 
= true Learning is | what I bighly prize : @ clear 
underſtanding of - the proper Uſe of Language, and 
"the Meaning' of Words, whereby Men have ſuch 
& Priviledge of conveying their Ideas to each other, 
14 # very beneficial for all; and a._clear Knowledge 
{ of the Things of Nature, and of the Aﬀairs of 
Malina. &c, if gens in ir1\ Place, and. 1 wiſh therd 


was much more of it in the YVarld than there is. 
But then there are-a' great many Notions that ſome 
fake much Time to learn that do no good * and: © 
| what is worſe, it is evident that in our Colleges: - 
many learn corrupt Principles, not only about «phat: 
makes a Miniſter, but alſo about what makes @ 
Chriſtian ;- for -it is too notorious to be denied, that 
many Scholars that bave come out: of College of late, 
are-'rank Arminians. Tet were it 'not-fo, it is. 
borrid  Preſumption to pretend to limit the 
High to any Schools, or Bodies of® People what ſo-. 
ever, and to ſay that be ſball have none for his 
Ambaſſadors but fuch as Men have trained for 
that Purpoſe in their way. 


# 


'} 


How. terrible arg thoſe Interrogations ? Who 
hath direfted the SyixIT of the Lond, or being- 2 
his Counſeller, bath taught bim ?- 1/ai, 40, 13». - «| 
"Aa 7 
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And again, Who is like me, and who"will ap- 
point me the Time ? And who is that" Shep. 


leaſt of the Flock ſhall draw chem _ Jo. 
$9. 44, 45: " 


When 41. have been writing on theſe Things, 
ſometimes an Belly hath been as Wine which bath 
no Vent and tg expreſs what was. in my Hearg 

.& has been very ” þfbing: by Reſon of. which, this 
Diſcourſe is drawn out to a much greater length 
than was firſt deſigned. And now ſo many Things 


to ad : \ bus] guſt Freak off. --»= 


Now kind Reader, if thou findeſ any Benefit to 
thy Sou by this — give all the Glory uno 


GOD, and pr . your Soul's Friend to ſerve you 
as GOD ſbul | "Oppirumity. 
- Middleborovgh, 


Dec. 18. 1753. 
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ISAAC BACKUS. 
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The Tntrcudion, ſhewing the. right. 


Uſe ofthe Seri 5,0nd, ood! s 
People are guide ” by MM theſe 


Days... And . the main Queſtion. 
Rated apd coping: : 


* 

NE very great Means that God has 
been pleaſed-to make uſe of from-the- 
beginning for.the Recovery. and Salva» 
on of. loſt Men,-has been the Preach- 

" ing of his Word : And therefore in 

every Age be has called, and fer apart particular. 
Men for that Purpoſe. Jude peaks of Enoch's. 

propheſying, Fude. 144 And Noak is called. a, 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 5. 

are told that God at ſundry Times, and in 


Manners  ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fatbers w_ 
the Prophets, Heb. 1. 1. And; in latter» Times, 


though the preaching of the Croſs is to A that. 


perifſo Foolifbneſs : , yet unto them that are Joved, it. 
is. 1he Power of God, 1+ Cor. 2, 18, 
C £ 


_ 6. 4 


” Hence 


#6 Th Natur and NectssiTy of 


- Hence it is'a Truth allowed in general by al 
Pirſuaſions, that the publick preaching of the 
Word, is an Ordinance of divine Appointment, 
Bur theo there is a great Diverſity of Sentiments, 
about how Men are to be qualified and introduced 
into this great Work. Multitudes place their 
Qualifications more in human Learning, than in 
divine Enlightnings ; and place their Authority 
more in being externally called, and-fet apart by 
Men, than in being internally called by the 
Spirit of God. © Yeay many ſeem to make no 
Account 'of the latter, but fer it aſide as an 
extraordinary Thing, not to. be expeRted in theſe 
Days. 'And the main Argument that is com- 
monly brought to. prove this is, that che Bible * 
is compleated, and the, Days of - Inſpiration are * 
ceaſed; therefore to hold thatFany are by the © 
Spitit 'and Power of God in» theſe Days, called * 


giving heed to new Revelations : 
where expreſſed in Scripture, that this * or thac 
Man, is, or ever will be called to preach»-the 
Goſpel. But chough I believe with all my Heatrt' 
that the Cannon of the Scripture is full ; and that 
there is a Curſe denounced againſt any that ſhall 
add to, or diminiſh from it, Rev. 22.18; 19 yer 
I am far from thinkiog that iris juſt ro conclude 
from hence, that the Lord does not in theſe Days, 
as really call and dire his Servants by his Spirit as 
he did in old Time : yea, to deny this,is ro contradict 
a" great Part of the Scriptures, as | truſt will here» 
alter be made appear, ' This Argument the Papifsy 


— 


and ſent forth into this Work, this they ay, js 
for it is 'no © 


and many others make uſe of againſt Aſſurance, 
and- it is'as good: there as here; for it 1s no-more 
recorded in. Scripture that this or that Perſon in 
our Days-1s, or ever ſhall be converted, than it 18 
that any Perſon is, or ſhall be called to//preach 
the Goſpel. | 


But the Fruth, is, the "Scriptures are-given as 
our only perfe&t Rule, which is able to build us 


up, and to give us an Inberitance among all them 


which "are ſanfified, through Faith which is in 


Chriſt Feſus, A&. 20.192. '2 Tim. 3. 15. + And- 


ir is the Spirit of God, 'and that alone that in* 
lightens our Minds to underſtand his Word aright, 
and that ſhews Men: their Condition and their 
Duty, and guides his People into all Truth, Zob. 
16— When che ſets home the Law upon a Sin- 
ner's Conſcience, he is made to know that he's 
a guilty Soul before God, | as certainly as if his 
Name was expreſt in God's ſacred Book : for it 
lays open his - particular Sins, and charges them 
home-' upon his Conſcience with Power; and thus" 
the Word of. God becomes a Diſcerner of the" 
' Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, Heb. 4.12. S0' 
when a Soul has a Diſcovery of Chriſt, he ſces 
h;jm not only to be a Saviour in general, but alſo 
that he is juſt ſuch a Saviour as he needs z and- 
Gnd's Language to fuch as find Grace in the 
Wilderneſs is, Yea, 1 bave loved thee with aw 
everlaſting Love, therefore with Loving kindneſs 
have I drawn thee, Jer. 3t. 2,3. Þ know there” 
has been much Diſpute in our Day on this Points 


"IP 1 ce, © Whethep - 


an Internal Cat to preach the Gospzr., wp 
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238 The Nature and NecessiTY of > 


namely, Chriſt's - being compared 


3. 6, Whether the firſt Atrof ſaving Faith be 
« a believing + that- Chriſt is mine, or: no—"? 
But L-apprebend that this Similitude, - if - rightly 
conſider'd, may - help much: to-clear this-Matter 2 
to [the :Sun 2 
The Lord God is a Sun— And unto you that fear 
my Name, ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe— 
Pſal.-84: 14; and Mal. 4.2; Now the Sunn his 
Being, Luſture-and Glory is the Obje& for us-to 
view, but then it -is impoſſible for us to behold 
ic, but its Rays appear to: point as direly to us, 
as if+there was-not another Perſon in the World 
tor-it. to {hine upon : and we partake (-as it 
were ) of the whole Benefit of its Influences ; and 
yet *tis as free for Thouſands of others as for us. 
So Jeſus Chriſt in 'his-perſonal Glories, and me- 
diatorial Fulneſs, as revealed-in the Goſpe}, is 
the. Objet of Faith : -burt when any Soul is 
brought-to | behold his Glories, them eternal Rays 
of Light and Love ſhine down particularly upon 
him, to remove -his Darkneſs, heal his Wounds, 
and ſhed immortal Bleſſings on his Soul ; ſo that 
he has a whole. Saviour; and yet ſtill: he is free 
tor: wholoever | will, | 


And thus God alfo leads his. People in Duty, 
by- applying | home his Truth,  not- barely by 
luggeſtiog..particular-- Words: | into our Minds, 
buc by -cauling- divine Light -to. ſhine into our 
Underftandings, and -giviog us 'to view his Word 
as it. iS and fÞ applyiog the Truths therein ire- 
cgived ro our particular Caſes and Circumſtances,” 

W324 2 2 And 


an Taternal Cars to peach tbe Gosrprt, fg 


And though many abuſe the Scriprures/greatly, 
ou Words may many -Times' come into their 


Minds without their Underſtandings being enlight- 
nedz which they may improve very foreign from, 
yea contrary to, what 'was originally deſign'd 
therein -yet that is'no-Juſt Argument-at all againſt 
the People of God's having true Teaching -in' this 
Matrer”: Though it” ſhews the Importance of 
taking good Heed'in the Caſe, and carefully to 
compare ſpiritual Things with ſpirittdal, ' and to 
view | the Analogy of the Scripture, 1 Cor. 213. 


Some fay, that for'any of the Words of Serip- 
ture to be brought in with Power upon our Minds, 
and we take them to be the Voice of God to us, 
this is giving Heed 'to new Revelations, becauſe 
them Words were ſpoker' to others Jong ago : but 
the Apoſtle tells us, ( Rom. 15. 4.) That Waars 
SOEVER Things were written afore time, were 
written for our Learning, that wwe through Patience 
and Comfort "of the Scriptures might bave Hope. 
What was ſpoken co any 'of God's People of old 
as DireQtions or Commands'to Duty, 1s of conſtant 
Uſe now to guice his People in like Caſes ; as ſaith 
the Apoſtle, All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 


God: and is profitable * for Dodtrine, for Reproof, 


for Correflion, for Infiruftion in | Righteouſneſs ; 
that the Man of God may be perfeft,thoroughly furniſh 
ad unto 'ALL good VVorks, 2 Tim. 3- 15,17. 


The ſame alſo may be faid of he Promiſes: 


EY obſerve how the+ Author to the Hebrews 


teaches 
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# «The Narturr and. Necrss1Ty of 


aches us to.improve the Scriptures in this Reſpe&; 
When he was exhorting them; Saints .t0- perſevere 
in a Courſe of practical Religion, and to. be con+ 
tent with all- the Alotments af. divine Providence, 
he gives them this Ground of Support, Jor-them 
to. reſt upon, viz. For be bath ſaid, 1 will never. 
leave thee, nor forſake thee, Heb, 13.-5. Now. 
this was a particular. Promiſe that was made-to 


Joſhua, to, encourage him to go. on boldly in that 


great Work: of leading [jrael into Canaan, Joſh. 1, 
5. And many of. our late Teachers would be ready 
to ſay, that if any ſhould receive Comfort trom 
them Words coming with. Power upon-their 
Hearts, that they. were giving Heed to new- Re- 
velations therein :, bur..the Apoſtle applies-it as, 
belonging to. all Souls in every Age, - that are en- 
gaged in the Work of (God, and\.in going on in; 
his Ways, that they .may reſt upon- it, and may; : 
boldly ſay, The Lord is my Helper, I will not fear, 

what Man can do unto me : in which he brings 
1n alſo the triumphant Language of holy David, 
as what may be rightly uſed. by God's People 
in general chat cleave near unto him, P/al.-1 18. 6. 


I know Scripture Language is-awfully uſed, and 
dreadfully abuſed., by, many Souls ; yet that is no 
Argument againſt uſing of it-in a right Mannee. 
But I (hall not enlarge further here 4 though ſome-- 
thing of thisfſcemed needful to lay the Founda-' 
tian, and to. prepare the Way for the following-. 
Diſcourle. . And now t9 come to what is mainly! 

rc + | deligned 


an Tiernal: Cart” to preach the Gosrer, uf 


deſigned ins this Treatiſe 3 I ſhall lay down'this 
plaia Afﬀertion, -namely, 


That in order for any Man in theſe Days to be 
truly an Ambaſſador of the Lok ÞD os 
HosTs, be muſt experience eſſentially the ſame 
Internal Call that "all bis Meſſengers” did of 
old, both in tbe Old Teflament and the New. 


Fhis TI ſhall firſt explain a little, and | then'go 
on - to prove it, Now 'no Doubt bur” Perſons in 
general that are much acquainted with Language, 
can eaſily diſtioguiſh between the Effence of a 
Thing, and ſome Circumſtances and . Appendages 
that attend it. And in this Caſe, I think, there is 
a plain Diſtintion co be made between the Efſ-: 

; ſence of the Call of the Prophets and | Apaltles,” 
and ſome Things that attended their ' Call, and” 
Work. | 


Ax, 1. Some of them when "they were called, 
had a ſtrange viſionary Diſcovery of Things.' 
Ezekiel had fuch Views of the Glory of God, and 
the Retinue ,of his Attendants, as was very ſhock- 
ing, and made him fall on his Face, &c. Chap. 1. 
And many Things of the like Nature we have. 
recorded in-Scripture concerning others, : which arc 
not commonly experienced now. And as to their” 
Wark; a Part of it was to- write the Scriptures, © 
which [ have no Thought that any will be called * 
to. in Qur Days. : v: 
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who had not received God's revealed Mind and 
Will before; ati leaſt thoſe Parts of it that they 
then brought. Mark 16. 20. Confirming the YYord 
with Signs following. Now -as to this, and alſo 


will be given or no-to God's Servants when thoſe 
Nations ſhall be broug 


him that orders all Things,-to determine ; and to 
the Conſideration of thoſe that are wiſe of Heart. * 


that the Church is.in. 


.* Meojes had many yon Works to: do, in 
bringing {fracl out © 


M— 


and be approved of the main of the Sermon ; but withal 
ſaid, He was not off Mr. Eopwanps's Mind about the Gift 


i. 
 \,/ 
14 - 


Rored agaia whea the Heathen Nations ſhould come in. 


Teruſalen 


- 2. There were many Miracles and extraordinay- 


the Truth of the Meſſages they brought, to thoſe: 


the extraordinary Gift of Tongues z whether they 


he in - which hitherto have 
not known the Word of the Lord; Þ leave with 


Again, There, is this to be obſerved, that in; 
different Periods of the Church, the Lord's 'Ser+ 
vants have different Works to do in many Par« ©! 
ticulars, accordiog to the different Circumſtances: 


Egypt ; and Joſhua in lead-'. 
ig them into Cangan, that none of God's Servants. 
had, in after Ages. The- ſame alſo might be ſaid: 
concerning their returning from Babylon to re build: 


3TH) */] think I once happened to ſee a printed Letter of Dr 
Bj# WarrTsy's, in which he mention'd Mr. Eowarps's Sermon, 
| on the Trial of the- Spirit, preach'd at New Hawn 4741. 


of Tongues being ceaſed ; for. he believed .it would be re-- 


abuhſhing of. the . Jewiſh, Ceremomiex, ; and 
building the, Goſpel Church, 6c... Every Peri 
may have ſome 


> { bings peculiar to, that"; T: 
Bur then I fully agree withthe excel! Oo 
Francx, that © though it cannot be Taid that 
« every, believing. Chriſtian muſt. do the very 


&« ſame Works, . which. were done . by. Ni ahy 
& Abraham, AMcſes and. others; yer ought every 
*& one to follow, the Faith of. A Lolly M D: 
<«.and to ;ſhew, and'exert the fame, with ful 
&« Power and Energy, 1n that State and Condi- 
« tion wherein God has placed him; and in 
« thoſz Circumſtances which are daily offered? 
<« .and in ſo doing, he may be fully aſſred, 
cc he *alfo ſhall 'ſee' the Glory 'of God, as well 
© as they of Old did experience the ſame.” * 


me, 


= 


I will illuſtrate this Matter a little farther 
here by a familiar Inſtance. The Apoſtle Paul's 
Converſion, in the Manner and Circumſtances 
of it, was uncommon and very extraordinary, 
As 9.3. &c. 4 Light at Noon- Day, ſhined round 
him above the Brightneſs of the Sun; tbe Lord ſpake 
fo bim with" an atudable Yaice ; be was ſtruck to the 
Ground ; was ſtruck blind, and eat nothing for three 
Days, &'c. Now theſe are 'Things| which. Per- 
ſons do not commonly experience, | when they 
are converted in our Days : 
ſence and Nature of his Converlion, as he de- 


LT EITIELEERT "ELIE EEE EEE EEE IEEE EEETTE NT CCTCTG 


® Seer is Treatiſe of 4 Fear of Man, P.169. 


B54 £ 
- = « 


Jaterpal Cat. to jregch the G os» p4. 2J 
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ries it bimſelf, in the 7th Chapter of his 

to the Romans ; and the gd to the Philipi- 
#ns, is the ſame that all Souls in every Age 
maſt experience, or they can never, enter into 
the Kingdom of Gcd, 


| Sa I look upon it in this Cafe : thoovgh ſome 
Things De heoaniod in the Call, and Work 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles ; yet eſſentiall 
theirs was the fame with all true Miniſters 

Chriſt in our Days: as I ſhall-proceed to prove. 
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Meſſengers now, have eſſentially the = 
 Jame internal Call, as they, had. of 
Old ; by four Arguments. E 


0 bu Eſſence of the. Call of all God's Meſ- 
ſengers of Old, as I take! it, was. their 
being, by the Work of his Spirit, on their 
Hearts, commiſſionated, and ſent forth in his Name, 
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to labour for the Recovery and Salvation of per- 
iſhing' Men.— And that Men muſt experience the y 


ſame, - before they - can truly be Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt now ; 4 think will appear evidenr from 


cheſe following Conſiderations. 


I.” They -perſonate the {zrme eternal Godthat : 
all his Mcfſ-ogers did of Old.— Meſes  was- bid * |i- 
eo tell the People, [ AM bath ſent we wilo you, *n 
Exod. 2. 14. And Ezekiel was to fay, Thus ſaith : 
the Lord God, whether they «would: bear, or whether ts 
they wonld forbear, &c. Fzek, 2. 4, 5. So now in ; Bk 


tlicle Times, them. that bave the Word of Reconet- - :-: 
lation commitced x0 them,are Amboſſadors fer Chriſt, =: 
; wy "8. |+/ 
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though God did befrech you by us ; we pray you 
i CHRIST's Stead, be ye reconciled t9 God, 2 
Cor. 5. 20. And ſurely it is as great-a- Thing 
to go in the Name ofthe great JEHOVAH, 
ro teat with the.Children of Men now, as ever 
it was : therefore they have as much need of 
UL being particularly and powerfully called and ſence 
4 by. Him how, as. heretofore : How ſhall they 

; preach except they be Jens, Rom. 10. 15...) , 


TI: God is-as near to his Church now as for- 
merly ; and therefore there needs none to. be 
ſubſticated in his -Room, to chuſe out, -and fend 
forth his re. This Notion that the Am- 
bafſadors 'of the” Lord of Hoſts now, have not 
& their! Call! and Commiſſion ſealed to ther by the 
chvine Spirit as cleatlv-and powerfully, as' they 
hadrof* Old, ſeems iro! be -fdunded upon an: Ap- 
prehenſfion-that God is gone farther off from his 
Ghureh-16 theſe Days 'than he-was thern's like a 
Kiog-that viſits his SubjeCts-in; various-Parts of his 
Deminion, and gives them Rules and Direttions | 
concerning -their Behaviour, and appoints Officers | 
over them; ang then returns to has Palace, and 
leavesthtem.to chooſe others afterwards; and ſo 
to.traulatt Aﬀairs in-bis Abſence. © 


Bur thopgh xt 1s ,very. natural for fallen Men. 
tg” conceive thus of the. divine Being; yet ſuch. 
Things are-tighly provoking to his: ſacred Ma- 
jelty,,... Fs ſeems to. be. the Sin that 1/rgel was 
2uilty-of in asking: them. a King. . Before that the 
Lord was*near to them whenever they ſought 

hun 


an Internal C xx" to prints" the Cooper. of 
5 anc did from, Time to. ime 


him in "Truth 
raiſe up and ſend Ju and Leaders to 
juſt as he pleaſed + but they could not bear ts 
havd their Leaders thus from God, and to 
obliged always to go to. bim for them : Nay 
they ) but Tet us bave a King like the reſt 
Nations, 1. Sam. $.” 5, 7, 19... So that, the 


tells Samuel that in this they bave not + gen 3 


but they bave. rejefed me, "That I 
over them. A putting God afar 6F is the Roo: of 
all Evil; Werefore'l he ſums up the axſoof is 
deſtroying the Jews by the Babylonian Captivity, 
in theſe Words, They Jay the Lond bach for- 
Jaken the Earth, "and the Lord . feeth ndt.--- 'Ezek.. 
9. 9. And as they put bim' far away in other 
Things, ſo they did particularly in this, of Jend-. 
ing forth bis Meſſengers ; awd they held, that Men 
were put in to qo it in bis Room: : which appears, 
evedient” by the Letrer that Shemaiah the Nebela-, 
mite ( or Dreamer ) fent from Babylon as the 
ſame Time, wo Zephaniah"and the ret of the Prieſts 
at Jeruſalem, Fayin g, The Lord bath. nate thee Prieft 
inſtead of Tehoiada the Prieſt, that ye [bould'be Of- 
ficers in, the Houſe of the Lord, I; every Man that 
is mad, and maketh bimſelf a Piagken that. thou. 
Poulde/E put him in Priſan, and in the Stocks. 
therefore, why haſt thou nat reproved Jeremiah © 
Anathath pare MAKETH HIMSELE a Prophet to you, . 
Jer,”29..25, 26, 97-; Note. alſo the Method that 
be. preſcribes for.to ( op. Deceivers: it.is not by * 


erm \ bot” $9 convince the Gainſayers ; MA ras P 
Ya Try 
"I 


I. "bur 'with Ca orce .and ' Cruelrt 
them q Priſon an the Stocks. 
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2 The Natvxz and NECESSITY of . 


is the Method that many have taken. in our 
Days,” 5 Fat 


The very Body of Fxtichrift conſiſts in ſeting 
Man. up in Chriſt's Place ; , as ſaxh the Apoſtle, 
Bbs th and exalteth himſelf above all that is 
called: God, or that is worſbiped ; ſo that be as God 
L's Fiteth in the Temple of God, ſbewing himſelf that be 
" & God, 2 Thefl. 2. 4. _Agreable. to: which, .is 
it what Luther ſays to the Pope, { who pleads as 
much for 'a Succeſſion down from. Chrift and his 
Apollles,as any do in our Land) ſays he, *How 
* qanlike is Chriſt to his Succefſors F * who yer 
< would be his Vicars; and 1 fear many are ſo 
<# too properly. A Vicar is of one abſent. If 
«* che- Pope be Preſident, Chriſt being abſent, 
«© what. is he other than Chriſt's Vicar ? Bur 
«© what then is that Church, but a Multitode 
«& without Chriſt ?.. And what is ſuch a Vicar, 
s* but Abachriſt. and an Jdol ?” ft 


-| And ſurely there is ſomething of Wncichrift in 
this Scheme, of holding, That what was peculiar 
eo Chriſt formerly. { namely the commifſionatin 
=p ſending Forth his Miniſters) is now Teft wir 
ten to do; at leaſt here is ihe Number of his 
Name, which is the Number of & MAN, Rev, 13. 18. 
Bat though Man be ſet up. thus in God's Place 
by many, yet, we are to!d, rhat the Loyd bath choſen 
ion; be bath defired it for bis Habitation ( and 
ſays.) this is my Rej# Forever ; berg will 1 dwell, 
P,7. 


| rr or nuns _, 
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an Internal Calt to preach the Gosrt i. 2 


for I have defired it, Pſal. 132. 12,--+-16. And 
here he will call forth, diret&t and bleſs his Mini 
ſters, and will yet clothe them with Salvation, rhas 


his Saints may aloud for Joy... 


MM. The Children of Men ; ye the Children 
of God, are no more capable of chuſing out and 


now, on they were in -old Time. "11. Fo 


that faithfu} Servant of the Lord, when he was 


fent by his immediate Command, to afnoint a Per- 
fon for another Work, was not capable of chuſin 
out the right Man himfelf ; yea, though he was 
told what Family he fhould come our of ; then 
ſurely God's Servants now are not equal to this 
gion: Work of chaſing out, and ſending forth bbs 

eſſengers from among the vaſt Crouds-'of the 
Children of Men. © * bout, "IK 


The Reaſon that the Lord gave to. Samned, 
why he was not fit, of hithſelf, ro-chofe one a 
meet Perfon to ſer-over his People -tfraet, was 
becauſe Man Inoks on the outward Appearance, but 
God: looks on the Heart, 1 Sam. 16. 7. and that 
Reafor ({tands as''good now 'as then. Man looks 
01 the cutward Appearance; and therefore he is ak 
ways prone to chuſe the wiſe, the noble; and 
earned of this World : but we are told; thac 
God hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the Wurld, th 
confound the wiſe 3 and Cod bath choſen the weak 


Things of the World, to confornd the Things that - 


art mighty ; and baſe Things. of the World, and 
. Shings that are deſpiſed, a:b God choſen, yea; ant 
_—_ Toings 
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Things which are nat, to. bring . fo nought. Things 
#hat are : that n0 Fefb ſhould 19 4 in his Preſenct, 


z Cor. 1, 27, 28, 29. Again, Man 1s not fit for 
this great Work ; for he-is. prone to get pd 
and ſc}fiih, and then he will encourage none but 
we will ſure ſome felfiſh wy + See wa 
s ed, even in the poltles them+. 
ICID 


hed ſoon checked by our Saviour, 
the 


iciples got 


bo In ce Jr 1 Fay be greateſt. Pride, and a 


Notion of. Greatneſs, was.got up, and ſee how it 
diſcovers itſelf: When Chriſt asked, whar was it 
zhat ye diſpured among your ſelves by the Way ? 
After - pes v hi may him- ſaying, 
Mafter, we jaw one caſting out 5 in thy Name, 
end be followeth not US ;, and we forbid bim, be- 
cauſe be followeth not-US.. But Jefus ſaid, Forbid 
him not : for he that is n& againt us, is on out 
Pars, Mark 9. > -4 0. 


Obſerve Chriſt's Diſciples were inclined to af, 
fume chat to. themſelves then, even when he was 
onally with them, that Mulcitudes have done 
in latter Ps: but you ſee how ſharply he rex 
ves ther for ic.; and can we think. that he 
will allow it in any <. ? Wy 
Once more, 

IV. Another Argument that I ſhall mention to 
prove that Miniſters now ſhould have (as to the 
Natore of it) the ſame Call that all God's Me, 
ſengers had of old, is, that their Work is g/[entially 
#s great. The Work of God's Servauts hereto- 
fore, was {0 go in his Name to labour for the 
Recovery 


an Internal CAtt to preach the GosPprt. ot 


Recovery and Salvation of loſt Men ; and it is 
the ſame now. 


Indeed in that Part of their Work of writing 
the Holy Scriptures, they laid the Foundation, 
and we are to build thereon : as the Churth is 
ſaid to be built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt bimſelf being the chief- 
Corner Stone, Eph. 2. 20. 


But then as to their Work of warning Sinners 
to awake and turn to God, as they would eſcape 
eternal Wrath : This is as great now as'ever it. 
was; and a being unfaithful in 1t, is as dreadful- 
as ever. The Lord told Ezekiel that if he &id. 5 
not faithfully warn the Wicked, they would die-in' 
their Iniquity, but their Blood ſhould be regaired at * 
his Hand. Nevertheleſs, if he did faithfully warn 
rhem, and they would not turn : ' then- they ſbould die- 
in their Iniquity, but he had delivered his Soul, Ezek. 
33. 8,9. $0 Miniſters in theſe Days, are ſet- 
to watch for Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an Ac- 
count, Heb. 13. 17.--- And immortal Souls are as ' 
precious now ; and their Blood is as dreadful to. 
anſwer for, as ever it was : O! therefore how” 
can any one dare to enter into this great Work 
at any Time, without knowing that they are cal- 
led and commiſſionated by bim that 1s able, and 
faichful to carry them ſafely through it ? Yea 
though they were invited into this Work by never 
ſa»many of the Children of Men. 


py 


Again, the Work of feeding God's Flock (that 
E 1s 
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is dear to hin as the Apple of his Eye ) is as 
reat now as ever it was. © And as his Flock is 
F, peculiarly dear to him ; fo he bas always re- 
ſerved this Pterogative to himſelf alone, to chuſe 
out, and appoint meet Perſons over them to feed 
them. When our Saviour had been ſpeaking of 
the Importance and Blefſedneſs of Saints ftand- 
jog always on' their Watch ; Peter asked whe- 
ther he fpake that unto them, or eyen-toall, In 
anſwer to which he ſpake ſomething to them 
concerning their particular Work. - Luke 12, 35, 
to 43. And the Lord faid, who then” is that faith- 
ful and wiſe Steward, whom His LofD SHALL MAKE 
RuLeR over His HousHoLD, to give them their 
Portion of Meat in due Seaſon ? Bleſſed is that Ser- F 
vant whom his Lord when be cometh ſhall find ſo do- 
ing. Here you ſee that it is the Lord that fers F 
Perſons over his Houſhold, to be Stewards of the * 
Myſteries of God, x Cor. 4. 1. and to feed his 
Sheep and Lambs, Joh. 21. 15, 16. Alfo the 
Apoftle plainly holds forth, co the Elders of the 
Church of Epheſus, "that they were ſer over that 
Flock by che ſpzcial Call and Influences of the 
divine Spirit. Says he, Take Heed therefore 1into 
your ſelves, and to all the Flock over the which«the 
HorLyY Gnosr bath 4DE You Overssers, to feed 
. Fhe Church of God, which he bath purchaſed with his 
own Blood, Acts %o. 28. How -can it be xraly 
faid that a Man is ſet over a Flock by the Holy 
Gnoft, if they are not called inzo this Work by 
bis fpecial Influences ? "Without this, if all the 
Men in this World ſhould” approbate them ; yet 
m Gcd's Sight they run before they-are ſents. 
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1 have not ſent theſe Prophets ( ſays'God ) yet 
they ran : I have not ſpoken to than, yet they pro- 
phefied, Jer. 23. 21. - O! how many Woes does 
the Lord denounce. againſt falſe Paſtors in this 
Chapter ? He ſays they ſpeak Peace to bis Ene- 
mies, 17. and propheſie Lies in bis Name : 
ſays he, 1 /ent them not, nor commanded them: there» 
fore they [ball not profit this People at all, (Ver. 32.) 
But he ſays he will pour bis Vengeance on them : 
anawill deliver, and gather bis People ; and I will 
ſet up Shepherds over them, which ſball feed them, 
and they fear no more, nor be diſmayed, net- 
ther ſball they be lacking, ſaith the Lord,. Ver."4. 
Now if -we conſider what is. ſaid jn Ver,-7,. 8, 
T ic will appear that what is bere ſaid has a pecu« 

>» liar Reference to theſe laſt Times : fo again, 
” Ver. 20, in tbe- latter Days ye ſhall conſeder it per- 
feily. And I believe that tbe Time is drawir 
on, more and more, when' the Lord will dehver 
his Flock from thoſe' that devour them, inſtead” 
of feeding of them, Ezek. 34.---- And He will 
give them Paſtors after bis' «wn Heart, Jer. 3. 15- 


Now: then, to ſum up theſe Things in few 
Words :. Since Goſpel-Miniſters now, perſonate- 
the ſame eternal God that his Servants did-of* 
old ; and ſince He is preſent with his Church go 


ſend shem forth, as really now as formerly ; ſince 
alſo Man is no more fic for-ic than heretofore ;- 


and the Work of watching for Souls as thoſe that; 
mult give Account, and of feeding- God's Flock 
is:as great. nowkas ever it was: Therefore 
conclude, that inQuder 4or Perſons rightlyto: 
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go into that Work in theſ: Dzys, they muſt 
experience eſſentially the ſame Call from the Lord 
#f Hefts, that all his Meſſengers did in old Time, 


SHSISHEDDS DIMAS SA 
| Cruare, 1M. 


"5% 
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The Nature of this Gall explained. 


JN the next Place I ſhall come on to ſpeak ſome- | 
L thing of the Nature of this Call, and ſhew IF 
+ what 1t 1s. | | bo | 


- But here I wovld firſt obſerve, that as, in Con» ". 
verſion, the Lord. deals variouſly with. different 
Perſons,” as to the Means he uſes, and. as to the 
kngth-of- Time that-they are under Conviction, 
betore the Work is accompliſhed ; and allo as 
to- many Circumſtances that attend it 3 fo that 
po /Man can lay out an exat Method, and de- 
termine thap every Saul which is ſavingly changed, 
muſt -be led-exattly in that particular Path: yet 
as 10 the. Eſſence - of the Change,, all experience 
alike, that are /truly converted*: fo itisin a Calt 


| to preach the Goſpel ;* che Means that are uſed, 


many Circumſtances of it, may be very vari 
4s always the 


» 


\ 


4 
% 


To 


L.A 
hel 


0 TE : Eo ans 
p Za þ KR. "* 4 ia 
hn Wow s 22 «CV #, 
d [} 
Ig 


ov An pF 
pions _—_ 


an Internal CALL to preach the GosrEL 384 © = | 
ied 
One Thing mor? I would alſo premiſe before * | 


1 go'on : and that is, that it will k be necefſariiy_ - 
implied in the following Diſcourſe," That a Man © |; \2 
muſt be a real Saint, in order to bis being truly uv 1 
of God into this Wark. | F 


2-1 3 KA; 


I know not how I can expreſs my Thoughts: 
better, in few Words, on this Point, than:b 
uſing the Words of another, as followeth «God: 
« has not, indeed, limited the Efficacy of Ordi-/ 
«-nances by the Charafter of the Diſpenſer. 
« Bur yet the Scriptures warrant us tor ſay, _ 
« wicked Miniſters run unſent; and that God ge»: 
« nerally frowns upon and blaſts their Labours, 
« Pſal. 50. 16. and Fer. 23. 21, 22, 23. When | 
 « Souls are entruſted co the $laves of Satan, we 
" «© cannot bur dread a bad Account of Ec» 
« for what Concern will theſe feel, or what Cape» 
« will they take, about the Salvation of other 
« who feel no Concern for their own Salvation?” 
« Miniſters are Men of God, ( 1 Tim. 6:11)» 
« which ſurely. imports Men devoted to his Ser: 
« vice, conformed to his blefſed Image, zealous* = 
« for his . Honour, animated by his irit, and, "| 
« breathing afrer Communion and Fellowſhips - 2! 
« with him. But a Man of God, living 
* out God1n the World! a Man; of God,: 
« Aﬀettions are earthly, ſenſual, and devili 
« a Maſter of lſrael, ignorant 'of the { New-. 
«Birth ! 0b. 3; 10. 'A'Guide to Zion, walk p 
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«-in the oe that lead 80. Deſtruttion! a Sol- 
« dier of Chriſt,  in- League with Satan, 'is. a 
T ſhocking and monſtrous Abſurdity, 


Having mentioned theſe Things, I ſhall now 
come on to.deſcribe what it is, - #0. have an inter- 
nal Call to preach the Goſpel,--- Theres: contain- 
ed in it, a Diſcovery of the preſent State of 
God's People;--- The Treaſure of the Goſpel's 
being open'd and committed to the: Soul;---and 
God's Command therewith, to-go aud feed: his 
Sheep-.and Lambs, with ſuch Clearneſsas to an- 

' ſwer all ObjeCtions, and ſweetly and powerfully 
to conſtrain the Perſon to. go ' into that great 
Work. 


* x. Thereis a Diſcovery of the preſent Scate 
of*God's People. This is abſolutely neceſſary, 
er for a: Man's being able, rightly to per- 
form his Work.--- The Work of God's MelT-n- 
gers is compared to that of a_ H/atchman, both 
» the Old Teſtament and New, Ezek. 33. and® 


6:7, Naw it 18 eſſentially neccifarys 


his "Work, that he be firſt ſer where he can 
tearly view the Stare: and Circumſtances of the 
khy- 


my, that he-may ſec where they are expoſed, 
d when the Enemy is. coming in; How, ab- 
fard/a' Thing would it be, .for.to ſ a Man for 
a!Watchman that'was blind :..or to ſer onevin a 
Plac e-where he could ſee lic) or "OF of the, 
ale of the People ? Every whit as abſurd is*it 


to feta Man to watch. for Souls, who never. wag, 
__ ſpiritual 


4 
; 


_ when the Lord came tocall Zeremiah, he ſets bes 


an Taternal Call to preach the GiosmE1. 2f 


ſpiritually enlightned from above, and brought 
to ſee the preſent Caſe of the Church, and of 
the World of Mankind as it is. wit = 


Chriſt ſays of the Phariſees, They be Bli 1 
Leaders of the blind; and therefore they Ong. "a 

like to. fall"into the Ditch, Matt, 15. '14, - And Fg 
they ſhewed their Blindneſs greatly ip this, that 
they did not diſcern that Time, Chap, 16,3; and 
therefore they cried out againſt the great Fri 
of God's People, even the Son of 'Gad himſelf, 
inſtead of warning them againſt their Enemies, 
Now this Blindneſs, was not the. want of -hu- 
man Wiſdom and Learning; for they had-much 
of that : but it was the want of ſpiritual. and 
divine Iilumimations: as apptars evident from 
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Luke 10. 21. Thou baſt bid theſe Things from be E 

Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt revealed them unto =; 
Babes, &c. Indeed every Saint has ſome, Views {4 
of theſe Things; but to thoſe which the Lord 2:7 
calls to be his Watchmen, he gives more ſpe« "ibs 


cial and clear Diſcoveries of them :.and we-may 


T_T oe—_— OC os er ee et ets 
a > 


fee” ſomething of this, in the various Calls that :;; 
we have a particular Account of in Scripture... 5; !} 
When the Lord called Mofes to go 'and-lea& =! || 

p- 6 *N j 

Iſrael out of Egypt ; he ſhewed him clearly « Fl 
Condition thatythey lay-in, and what he now -_*: | 
deſigned coneerning them-: ſays he, { have bes "vl | 
the "Gry- of thy | Brethren under their Bondage, and : + || 
am come down to "deliver them, Exod. 3. 7,6:c. "20 4 | 


fare him the awful Cafe and Condition that the 
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Here the Apoſtle ſhews, not only the Neceflity 


the Elders of 1/rael together, and Jay unto" they” 
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38 
Fews were then in, and the dreadful Deſolati- 
ons has Tons coming upon them, Fey. 1. '14. 


&c. The fame he alſo ſhewed to Ezetiel, Ezele. 
2.---; This we may alſo obſerve in the New- 
Teſtament, ' In Matt. 9, latter end, our Saviour 
ſhews his Diſciples how that rhe Fields were white 
ro the Harveſt ; but the Labourers were few : pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt to ſend forth 
Labourers--+ That is, he gave them a View of 
the Condition that immortal Souls lay in then, 
to ſir up their Souls to thirſt for their Deli- 
verance, and to cry for their - Help': and the 
next Thing is, he ſends them forth to labour 
in this Field : as you may fee in the begin- 
ing-of the next Chapter. The like you may: 
ſee in Luke 10--- where it appears, that not only 
the Twelve, but the'Seventy were thus ſent. 


2. In this Call there is. contained,” a having 
the Treafure of' the Goſpel open'd and commir- 
red to the Soul.--- How can they preach except they 
be ſent ? as it is written, bow beautiful are the 
Feet of them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and 
bring glad Tidings. of good Things, Rom.-10.' 15! 4 


of their- being ſent, in order for them to preach 
aright ; but alſo that thoſe which are ſent, have 
the Treaſure of the Goſpe!, and glad Tidings 
committed to them, to bring to immortal Souls.” 


[When the Lord ſends any, 'he gives theny 
their Errand-: -Go (fays he to Moſes) and gatber 
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the Lords God of Fathsri,-- appeared a an 
ſaying; [fry tht ur nh ond et 
And 1 bave he 


which is done 1» you "in Egypt. ': 
Twill bring + you-- lat of the Afﬀlittion pr 
unto the Land of the s te ai 3.5 TC 
&c.- This baving the Goſpel- T reaſure. rel > 
redto' us, | is compared to receiving,” "and"eat-. 
0: Food. a3 2 
"Thy Words were Figs ( ſays Jeremiah) and T 
did eat them, and tby Word was unto me the Joy 
ant rejoycing of mine woo re 15. 16: Andthe 
Lord ſays to i Rl, Son Poor > thou 
findeſt ; eat this and g6 ſpeak unto 
Lrael, way L. Abd 1 apprehend or 
's eati ele Book, and then bein _ 
that: be-m Kar? na before many People, Na- 
tions,” and Tongues, and Kings, (Rev. 10. 10, 11.). 
implies in it ſomething more, than juſt his pore. 
ſonal Miniſtry ; and-that it reaches to all thoſe | 
that. ſhall-be called forth us God's Meilengers 
altar wards, even. until Time ſball be no longeny. 
Ve yr m—_ the Myſtery *. God bal 
, (Ver-7 +0 
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*Preafure to Feed others wit" We "ps this 
Treaſure in\ Earthin Veſſels, = the Excellency of 
the Power may be of God, and nat of ur, 2 Cor. 


4+ 7+. 


+ By the Freafore of the Golpel's beith com-'. 
mitted to Men, I would not be underſtood, tro 
hold forth, "that. they have aff "inherent Stock 
iven. them, fo that they can' do withovr "con- 
Fane Suppl plies from above. 6, by no Means* 
for withour®conftant” Supplies heh Chriſt,” 'z$' 
1he Branch has from the Vine, we can do vorhing, 
Joh.'15. . And to alJude'to the Similitude juſt 
now mention'd, we" can” no more Teed® God's 
T0 le aright wichovr his conſtant Help, * than 


arthen Veſſel could convey Food to x Mill- 
mage and diſtribute to each' one” their Portion, 
without"a hving Hand to” bſe it. © But yet each | 
one that God ſends' has his Promife; oo en 
be ou 0 alway, even unto the "End of Fig 


att. 38. 20. And that his Crave 
1 


an Internal Caputo preach the Gonpat. as 


Houſe ;_ and find Grace to belp in every Time .« 
ed, Heb. 4. 16. So that bing fra = 
| Grate that is in Chriſt Feſus, (2 Tim. 2. 1.) be may 
ew himſelf a Workman that needeth not to be &@- 
med, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, V. 15. 


\ 3. When a Perſon has thus a Diſcovery of © 
75 the preſent State of Mankind, and has the Trea- - 
| ſures of God's Word committed .to him ; God?! 
Command comes therewith in ſuch Clearnefſs : 
to anſwer all ObjeQions, and ſweetly and pow- 
Atolly to conſtrain- him to-go ito. "this. great 
Work, Now it is plain that where-ever the 
Lord' gives a Talent, or Talents to:any* Souls, 
he commands them-to improve "it faithfully 
Mate: 25. 14, &e. Luke. 19; 13. His Command - 
is, As every Man hath received the Gift, even ſo 
wiiniſter the ſame one 10 another, as good" Stewar, 
of the manifold Grace of God, 1 Pet. 4. 19.. 
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But now a Soul that is brought to-view the 
State of the Children of Men; and to ſee th 
Greatneſs of this Work ; though he longs for 
their Salvation, more than for any Thing 10 this 
| World; yet Nature will ſtruggle, and. many Ob- 
| jeftions will be_ready to ariſe in his. Mind, a- 
Ss gain{tgoing. (7 0 Flo Wes! 


Wont ag + MO PEEL 54 $rath 
, % hs Y Þ. ; 
Yvat wy Tos a> \ _ r 

mM , i F 


> 


Lv Avid =_- ug. Ke = Ps 
oj 4 OO; EY  - "—_ - 
£4 4 Cl ” © 61-4. of qo " m 

>= 


4 gr = Ig 


- hs a ta 
W43>d 
COD 


— $90 49, 9694s DW WY 5s Ape 4 * -<- 
F429 % WeEBIY C65» aoeare IE AF 
nana a 4 4 ws 4 «aa > » » ma 4 hs 
4a ou - - — - = —e S 


} 
US | 


42. The'Narvnn and Necrziiry of » 


him through that weighty Work: _ and by hi 
divine Authority, he -over ed. all his Oh-- 
jefions, and conſtrained Moſes to obey him, 
{ce Exod. 4.---- So - Feremiab ſays, Ab, Lord God, 
bebold 1 cannot ſpeak, for I am a Child, But the 
Lord removes all his Objections with his Com- _ 
mand, and his. Promiſe, { which are ever. join'd/ | 
together in New-Covenant Language) ſay not [ 
am a Child : for thou ſhalt go to all that I ſhall 
ſend thee, and whatſoever I command thee thou ſhalt 
ſpeak. Be not afraid of their Faces : for 1 am. 
with thee, to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord, Jer. 1. 6, 7,8. . 


T obſerved above, that the Lord deals vari- 
% ouſly with different Perſons, as to. the Means 
and Manner of their Call; 'bur ſomething of the 
Nature of theſe Things, is experienced by every 
one that he ſends forth. They havs ſuch Views _ 
of the Condition that immorral Sovls xre in, and 
of the Glories of divine Truth, that they are 
conſtrained by divine Power, and are anirnare 
by Love t6, and Zeal for the Good of the Chil-©- 
dren of Men, to go and like Apollos) to ſpeak, 
and teach diligently the Things of che_ Lord: 
and"rhat not obly in private, but a'ſo boldly in 
the Synagogue, AAs18. 24; 25, 26. Or in great 
Aſſemblies, when chey (Gao bave Opportunity : 
which is one great Mine, by which God's 
People obtain/SatisfaQion of their being ſent of 


Him ; and fo bid them Godiſpeed,” as Aquila, | 
and- Priſcilla, and the Brethren at Epbeſus did ito. | 
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T is likely that many when "Y. "i 
Linas may be ready to ſay, that to ho 


foch a. Call 48-1 plead for, will open a Door 
fancy 


for lotruders : for deluded ang: 


themſelves called of God, and how can we 


whole Counſel of God. OE Fon by _—_ 
being agreable rherets. Thirdly, by their Mo 


ſter's coming with them, and aſſiſting, and blefſ- 


ing of them in their Labours. | 
Firſt, 


They may be known by their preaching 


the whole Counſel of God. Paul ſays of him- 
ſelf, and his Ky oe We are not as many 
that corrupt the Word & 


* God, 2 Cor. 2. 17. 
need the bidden nlp he 
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he bet : "But then ow6 beg ; at the © 


call c off rv i 
their SY and make a Profef: 
ney re ſe rough eel Bn uf 
£ 
oe ins fair Way”: 


7 Peact, 4wben-there is no 
* God's faithful ' erva 


T_ 


'Y 3 a = nor op Death, 
| t Des Te m that the Lord 7. © 18 20. And to do 
{'! this 'great Work for- them, Chap, 36. 26. A, 


Wo. Diflerencs' Pico IN deſcribed by 
pur Saviour; in-his Diſcourſe to W h- 
2: be Thou blind Phg | - 4 ae 


1 23.26, Here obſerve, bath, "ie 
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if th 
po Web Salvation on by.@nd-by: | 
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Erna, Cor.-6.3;' ' Arid 
w bis Voice, ; harden nos yc1 


hreouſheſs, 3 


uy #4 * 
An/*rF, 


21 TY 


4* 
f 4 


iS ET ER YES IVY, © DOTY ee a ol CLI tor 9 
GE ON VL TEM EENSMAS 9th Aw 69 iter, 4 


ey 


- 
i LEES 


RS; 


1 ” >, h ” 
LF oe 
—_—_ * 4 


- oY 
an 2 = 
n = 
: *& Px 2 —I- 
+ wn $s. gy» . 
2 L HET a8. Ea 
© wh LS. " , 
4 i» wt 4d " Mas : M 5 
he p - 
- _ y —_ 2 4 - »—— ' 7+ 
5 G - * F1 ” G 


. ig 
20S bo 
N are; Of 


i». 


Ng 


£94 FEY 
x 


me 
A. WP , 


t% 
. 


” Rnd 
hp 
£.. End EEE 
_—_— « aw 14+ 0 


CY 
nn 
— _ 


_ — 


+ Sb — Sree > 
4 , 


< p %- > i FOR 6 om * 
EAT UAE Don gf as. 


a - Pots 3a - 
64+ LEE NG $6 
Te" CS 
_E 
: þ_— —_— 


P's 
£ 


. RO" WAL P 
- 
: Potts 
SS D 
"I 4 


% 


— 
4 - 

_—_—_ p 

% 


_ 
me 


4/05 a Gees 


J / Watt acd %* 4) hs "6 - Be 
EC IAA ONS, om 
wal WINS, ar WA 


& 47 £9 \ 
TT TLINT 


by p - | | , ”>, y**y —_— , —_x w PF BK. *% 1 6-45 4 _ % . 4 you * TFY \ > 
ES jo DLL wh. Rog © gh "OR f4 arty , 2 .t CORE 
, Yi 


an Interral CALL to preach the GosPEL. 49> 


ate of che City of Refuge, and then-,.had ſet” 
own without the Walls, he would have been as 
much expoſed to be lain, as+if he had never 
gone a Step, Numb. 25. 11, 27, 
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And as there 'is a great Difference betweel 
true: and falſe Teachers in the Manner of their 
attempting to tarn Men to God; fo there is as 
much Difterence between them, in the Way of 


em rn RR 1 I 


their holding forth the Terms of Acceptance with h$F 
Him. The one declares that we are juſtified by El - 
Faith without. the Deeds of- the Law, Rom. 9:28. il 
And that we are accepted only in the Beloved, Eph. 3 | 
1:6, The other. ſets Souls to doing as well as *\ Wo. 4 


they can, and to prepare themſelves for Chriſt; 
and wait in the Way of Duty, and they may- 
humbly hope that God will accept of them,"and: 
ſhew them Mercy by and by : it may be 
lick Bed, or Juſt as'they are goingimo' Kcernity; 
Indeed they doi not” tell Souls right off in plain* 
Terms that they- muſt be juſtified by their own 
Works; but they go' about to eſtabliſh a Righte- 
ouſneſs of their own, Rom. 10. 3- And ſeek Fuſti«' 
fication as it were by the Deeds of the Law, Chap. 
- 9. 31. The falſe Teachers among the Galations 

would mention ſomething about Chriſt, bur then 
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they. infiſtged on their doing ſome Works of the 
Lam»; in efder for "Acceptance with Him, and 
ſy chey preaghed: anotber- Goſpel; which is not} 


Fibey would pervert, the Goſpel of 
r. 6; $.* The Goſpel holds forth. 
mM, Juſtification, and: Renewing Grace incirely - 
free; Gifs from my. $,' 9; 40. And 


19. the 


another ; b 
ar Gal. 


48 The Nature and NECESSITY: of 


the preparatory Work before Converſion, «is 

—_ ———— Thing than many conceive it to be; 

Many Teachers repreſent this to be, a Fitneſs; 

and ſome good. Qualifications that a Perſon” muſt 

js \ get in himſelf, before he may think to come to 
Þ# 
| 


Chriſt: and ſo they (as it were) ſet Souls to: buy 
Chriſt, - by their Tears, Repentings, &c. that ,J. 
Chrift may buy Salvation for them. The pre- 
paratory Work that is wrought in the Soul before 
Converſion, is no more of an Excellency in the 
Creature; or Fitneſs for Grace and Mercy, than 
i a Man's being brought to ſee and fee} bimſelf 
4 full of Sores, and dreadful Diſeaſes, is any Qua- 
i lification in him to-be healed, Luke 12. 42. p 
than a Man's ſeeing that he- is ſo involved 'in 
Debt that he can no ways deliver himſelf; is any 
Fitneſs in bim to. have his Debts a} forgiven, 
7.42. Every Sinner's Caſe before he comes. '}* 
to Chriſt, -is much like that of the Woman wich 
a: bloody Iſfue : She. had ſuffered many Things of 
many Phyſicians, and bad ſpent all that -ſbe- had, 


for themſelves Fe 
their Caſe Prows worſe, befote they Wi 
of Chriſt-as he's offered in the Goſp 


. Once more : as there -is a great Differe 
between true and falſe Miniſters, in the Mai 
of their .eſſaying to turn' Men to God ;-an 


an Internal CALL. to preach the GosPEL. 49 


their teaching bow they may vevreconciled with 
Him -: ſo there is as great Difference in the 
Method of their +" Saints to walk. in * 
his Ways. 


. Chriſt's Miniſters ever hokd forth*his Exam- 
 Ple, his dying Love, and the glorious Victory 
that he has gained, as the darling Motives to 
rſuade. bis Diſciples to walk in Holineſs. 
Vhen Paul would give a full. Anſwer to that 
grand ObjeRioa againſt the Dofrines of _ 
_ Nu LI to 4 mqury he ſhews 
2s ed unto once, and roſe again 
ſhould reckon ourſelves dead indeed unto Sn none 
| ufo God rbrough Feſus Chriſt our Lard, Rom. 6-- 
And he tells the that che Love of 
Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that 
11+ if one died for all, then were all dead: - and phat he 
died for all, that they which live, ſbould not hence- 
Forth live unto themſelves, but unto Him which die 


far them, and roſe again, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. 


| Bat legal Teachers, cho' they nr tmny 
ſametimes, yet their common W 
home Nuty upon God's People, is pid db 1 
ing the Danger of pertun if they do-not pers / 
ſevere in a Way of Obedience. Like __ 3 
4 daizing Tiſiebers, that cold the Saints, o 
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cept they kepe.;the Law of. Moſes they could T 

Javed, which the Apoſtles cail, s f 
Souls, Afts 15. 24. | And by the ſame ] 7 

= Teachers among. the Galations, br Be 
opniiags int Bondage; for which .; 
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 $roubled them : for (ſays be)Brethren, 
called unto Liberty,--- Gal. 5. 19, 19. 


so "The NaTorE and NECESSITY of : 
Paul ſays, he would they were even cut off 'wbich 


> ave been 
ints have 
not received the Spirit of Bondage again to Fear : 
but have received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby they 
ery Abba Father, Rom. 8.15.* Indeed there is two 
forts of Fear, the 'one right, the other wrong z 
one flows from a Knowledge of God's Goodneſs: 
( There is Forgiveneſs with thee, that thou nowy 
be feared, Pſa). 130. 4.) The other from Guilt, 
and an 'Apprehenſion of God's Anger ( { heard 
thy Voice, and I was afraid, Gen. 3. 10.) One of 
theſe is a Fountain of Life, "to depart from the Snares 
of Death,; and it bas ſtrong Confid 


ence in #8, Prov. 
I4.26, 27. The other keeps 'the Soul always 
i0"Slavery :--- Through Fear of Death, they are all 
their Life time ſubje& «to Bondage, Heb. 2. 15. 


* Or the other Hand, there are ſome Teachers, 
as well as Hearers, that will exclaim againſt Le- 
gality, and pretend to cry up Free Grace greatly; 
while in Reality, they rurn the Grace of God into 
Laſciviouſneſs, Jude 4. And though they make a 
great Sound” of Liberty, yet-they are in” Truth, 
the Servants of Corrupri$n,"2 Pef. 2.19. Bur 
the Liberty of God's People, 4s to walk vin bis 
Precepts, ( Pal. 119. 45. ) and" therefafe Chriſt's 
Meſſengers teach, that not*only” the Law: from 
Mount Sinai,] butalſo the Grate of vd that 
Salvation,---teatbes us, that denying Ungodlineſs, and 
worldly Luſts,” wo ſhould live ſoberly, ebony 
godiy, in this prefens World want that 4bey 


brings . 
havg 
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have belizved in the Lord, ſhould afar 5,9086- 
tain good Works, Tit. 2. 11,12 + 3. 8. wm 

Farther, Falſe Techers are like Pharaoh's Tak: 
Maſters, who required the full Tale" of Bricks, but 
ave them no Straw, Exod. 5.10. - They layheavy 
urdens on Men's Shoulders, bus-wwill not ouch them 
with one of their Fingers, Matt. 23. 4. 


But the Meſſengers of Chriſt, not only h 
open. what our Duty 18 ; bur alſo- where —- 
Strength lies to perform it, even in-Chriſt as the 


Life of the Branch is in the Vine-; And that thro”. 


his ſtrengthning of us, wve can do all Thin Phil. 
4+ at if any Man abides in the | , 
Corijt he hath both the Father and the Son ; "and 
he that brings not this. Dotrine, we muſt not receive 
into our Houſes, nor bid him God-ſpeed. 2 Joh. 9.10. 


Thus I have juſt hinted at forme few of the 


' moſt-eſlential Points of Fruth, by which. God's» 
Meſſengers may be known in their Doftrine,, 


from all Deceivers. I come, 


Secondly, To ſhew, that another Mark by which © 


Chriſt's crue Ambaſſadors may* be known from 
all Deceivers, is by their praftiſing what they 
preach. Elders are to be Enjamples to the 

1Per. 5,3. And,Payl could appeal'to the Theſ- 
falonians, (1 
Witmneſ(Jes, and Gd alſo, how holily, "juſtly, and un- 
, be and bis Compant 


Pp 


ſ. 2:5, 6, 8, 10.) that they were 


tons had behaved among, 
5hem : -fo that whale others were after che ev] | 
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52 The NaTyrE and NectssITY of 


k, he_could al to G 
thr they had uſed a Cloak of Coverouſne ys - 
inthe 


of b_ |but the Motive they _ 
nced by y, was ſuch a Loye to their Souls, 

and Deſire for their Salvation, [that they were 
ing not to impart the ty only, but their 


own '$0ul alſo unto them 


yo 9 A ave gs * Fon ae vt er dere by = 


Corrupt Miniſters often are diſcovered by their 
Sloth, avd fleſhly Indulgencies ; Pecpngs lyio 
down, loving to gag Come, / » 4 wi 
fetch Wine, and we will fill pa Fg Ke ſtrong 
Drink, ,and to-morrow ſhall be as this Day, and much, 
more abundant, Tai. "56. io, 12. They do not 
ſearch after the Flock ; but _ feed themſelves 
a of the Flock, Ezek. 34- __ 


"But the Lord's Servants, approve themſelves as 
his Miniſters in. much Foes in Afifions, in 


Mayes in is > ap in Stripes, in Impriſonments, 


in Tumults, in In aehings, in Gaſtings, 
&, 2 Cor. 6. 4, 5, 6 


Again, falſe Meſnger will frame their Meſ- 
ſages,. and their Religion, ſo as to pleaſe car- 
nal Men, and to | Get the Honours of this World. 


Wo unto ( fays Chriſt, ) wwben. all n ſhall 
/ tell of yaw; for" ſo thy Jo did 56 by Pate Me 
Falſe Þ Prophets, Luke 6. 22, 26, his Diſci- 
_ ples he ſays, Bleſſed are ye + 

' you, and reproach you, &c. 
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Objefion, Bur we are told, that it is a neceſ: 
ſary Qualification for a Goſpel -Miniſter, har be 
have a good Report of them that are without, 4 2m 


7+ 


7 

y 

Anſwer, The A =_ there is are” of : 
Men's moral Condutt, of being ſober, not given | 
to Wine, not a Brawler, nor Sir na &c. Bar "0 

$) 


4 . +" 
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our Saviour is fj king of their Relig 10Nn, and 
the Manner of their preaching : therefore theſe: 
two may be clearly united in the ſame Perſon:. 
as it was in Daniel. His Enemies, though they. 
hated him, yet were forced to confeſs that they: 
ſhould find nothing againſt him, except it was fon-\ 
cerning the Law of his God, Dan. 6. 5- So that. 
in one Word, he that has not his moral Condu&: 
in a good Meaſure clear before the World, is 
not fic for an Officer in_the Church: of God : 

And on the other uh he that has his Religi-- 


on and his Preaching, framed in ſuch a Manner 
as to gain-the Applauſe-of the World, is-1f'a 


woful Caſe. 


Thirdly, Chriſt's Mefſngers may be known, 
by their Maſter's' corhing with them, to affiſt, and 
bleſs them in"their Labours,---- This is promiſed 
in their Commilſioh,3-- Lo 1 am with you akway, 
even unio the End of. the World, 4. b x 
By him they are 


x 


ed to preach, not WAP 
ticing i/dom, but in = > "3 
of the Spirit, a er, 1 Cor. 2.4.. And b be 7 
this the Lord ſaid his Meſſengers ſhould be knawn * + © 2.4 
of _ ST run oy rk they were _ HY 
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Says he, The Priphet that hath a Dream, let him 
tell a Dream ; \and he that bath my Ward, let bim 
ſpeak my Word faithfully : ---- Is not my Ward like 
fire ? ſaith the Lord : and like a Hammer, that 
breaketh the Rock in Pieces, Jer. 23. 28, 29. And 
when the Lord appears wich his Servants, and 
blefſeth their Labours for the Conviftion and Con- 
verſion of Souls 3 ' It is a more ſure Proof that 
they are ſent of him, than if they had all che 
Letters of Commendation that Men could write. 
He need not ('\ays Paul to the Corinthians) Epiſ- 
tles of Commengation to you, or from you: Te are 
are our {£pi/tle, G&&c., 2 Cor. 3. 1,2, 3. And again 
he fays, 1f 1 be not an Apoſtle to others, yet dowhtleſs 
Fam to you; For the Seal of mine Apoſtleſhip are ye 
in the Lord, 1 Cor. 9. 2. 


But there-are two 'ObjeQions/ that "are” often 
' mentioned.to diſprove this Mark, 


One is, That it will condemn ſome of God's 
faichful Servants, in old Time, who were ſent 
to Make hard Hearts barder, and blind Eyes blinder. 


| Anſatr, How can vou harden Iron, bat only by 
Erſt beating:of it ®. Aad how are God's Servants 


an nternal CALL to preach the GosPEL. 55) 


it,” and. ſo hardened his Heart more and more, 
ſee Exod. 8.8, 15, &c._ And thus all the Lord's 
Servants, while they are a Savour of Life to ſome ;; 
they are a Savour of Death to others, 2 Cor. 2.16, 


7 


A 


But. then this makes nothing againſt the Mark 


that we are pleading for,--- for thoſe who harden 
their Hearts again 
likely to receive his Meflengers: but thoſe thar 
imbrace Chriſt, will know and receive them that 
he ſends, Matt. 10. 41. 


- The other ObjeQion that many urge againſt 
this Mark is, that Deceivers may do great Things, 
Propheſie, caſt out Devils, &c. and therefore we. 


cannot know Chriſt's Servants by their Aſſiſtance. 


and Succeſs. 


Anſwer, Ir 1s true, "that Balaam had the Spirir 
of God upon. him for a-while, and ſpake wonder- 


ſully-; and Saul was among the Prophets, &c. _ 


Bue then they were ſoon diſcovered,. by their 
Fruits ; yea, in-the very Time of their Prophe-, 
cying, there Ls plain Marks of a corrupt 
Diſpoſition of Mind, and that what they did was 
contrary to. thewr Souls Choice. Z 174 
the Hages of Unrighteauſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 15; which 
plainly appeared then, by his going from Place 
to Place, to.try.if-God would nor alter. his Mind, 
ifo that he might. carſe 7/7ae! at lat, and ger Ba- 
lack's Reward, Numb..23---And it appeared plain, 
that what Saul was Wa, was to kill David, Dog 
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+ may have here: and that if Perſons could bave 


the Spirit of God came upon him ſo that he could 
not do it, 7 Sam. 14. 23, 24+ 


The Spirit of God may ſometimes bleſs what 
is ſpoken by corrupt Men for the Good of others: 
but 1 believe not ſo commonly as many would 
repreſent; and this Point of falſe-hearted Men's 
doing great Things on the Bodies and Souls of 
Men, ' think is 1trained vaſtly beyond what is 
true, by many in this Generation. 


' Many ſay that Deceivers may work Miracles, 
and convert many Souls, &c. And they will quote 
ſuch Places to prove it as that in Matth. 7. 22. 
Many will ſay---Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied 
in thy Name? and in thy Name have caſt out Devils ? 
and in thy Name done many wonderful Works ?--- - 
And that in x Cor. 13. 2. Though I have the 
Gift of Propheſie, --- and though I bave all Faith, fo 
phat 1 could remove Mountains, and have not Charity, 
T am nothing. 


But after a great deal! of fearching the Scrip- 
tures, and ſeeking divine Inſtructions in theſe 
Things, it appears co me, that in that Place of 
ur, Saviour, he is ſhewing Perſons Deceptions 
and falſe Confidence, rather than that jt was in- 
deed ſo. They ſay, Have we not caſt out Devils, 
&c.--- Chriſt does nor ſay they had ; but ſays, / 
know you not, depart from me,--- And in that Paſ- 
ſage of the Apoſtle, be is ſhewing how far Cha- 
rity (or divine Love) exceeds all Gifts that Men 


all 


—_——_ 


en-Internal CALL to preach the GosPEL. 52 


all thoſe Gifts ts the higheſt Degree, and yet had 
not Charity, it. would proftt them nothing.--« Yea 
he alſo prefers Charity above ſaving Faith, and a 
good Hope, Ver. 13. But then if we conſider 
what he ſays in the foregoing Chapter concern- 
ing Gifts, I think it will appear plain, that the 
Apoſtle is ſpeaking of the Gifts that belong to 
Saints, that are all of one Body ; and have all 
been made to drink into one Spirit, Yer. 12, 13, 
and not of what deluded Souls may bave. 


But.as to corrupt Men's working Miracles, and 
doing much Good to others, though their Hearc 
be not. right with God; [ believe that they and 
others are generally as much deceived about the 
Good that they do, as they are about their be- 


ing true Men. 


Chriſt ſays, "Take heed that no man deceive you ;. 
for there ſhall ariſe Jo Chriſts, and falſe Prophets, 
and ſhall ſhew great Signs and Wonders, inſomuch 
that ( if it were poſſible) they ſhall DECEIVE the 
very EleF, Matt..24. 4,24. The Signs and Won- 


.ders are falſe, as well as the Men that do them © 


which appears more evident, if we compare this 
with what Paul ſays to the Theſſalonians, concern- 


ing the ſame Enemy : Says he, Whoſe coming is. 


after the working of Satan, 1yitb all Power and Signs, 
and LTING Wonders : 


2 Theſl. 2. 9, 10. 
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upon theſe Things : and conſidering what is 
ſpoken concerning Sceva's Sons attempting to 
caſt out Devils in Chriſt's Name ; and the Con: 
fuſion that they-met with therein, As 19, 13--+ 
16. And on the other Hand, that thoſe who did 
io Reality caſt them out in Chriſt's Name ; he 
tells thern to rejoyce that their Names were written 
in Heaven, Luke 106. 17, 20. 1I ſay, conſidering 
theſe and many other ſuch like Things in Scrip- 
ture,l muſt freely own that it appears to mea very 
hard Thing to prove, that in Reality there ever 
was ſuch a Thing as an unſantified Man's being 
properly the Inſtrument of healing any Perſon's 
Body that was polleſſed with the Devil, io a mi- 
raculous Way... 


But this is not ſo much to our preſent Purpoſe ; 
for the healing of Men's Bodies-is but a ſmall 


--,- Thing, to the healing of the Soul ; which is the 
©, main Thing that I am after. Therefore to re- 
, turn :--- This Point {till ſtands good, that it is one 


very clear Proof that a Man 1s fent of God, to 
preach the Goſpel, when his Maſter comes with 
him, and afſifts 'and bleſſeth him in his Labours 
for the Converſion and Edification of Sonls. And 
whatever may be ſaid of unconverted Men's hav- 
ing the Spirit of God upon them, and of their 
ſpeaking wonderfully : yet Men muſt raiſe a 
retty many Texts out of | the Bible, before 
ey can make.that Dottrine to ſtand good 
which many afſert, That a Man may be inſtrumen- 
tal of - turning many to God, . and yet 
%ara; periſo forever. What ' will the 


$ _- 
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with ſach "Texts as that in Prov. 11. 30. He © 


that wineth Souls is wiſe : And they that be wiſe, 
ſball ſbine as the Brightneſs of the Firmampnt : and 
rhey that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars 
for ever and ever ? Dan. 12. 4. 


Indeed this, as well} as other Traths, may, 
and undoubtedly is, abuſed by ſome : as when 
any hold, that when the Lord 1s with and bleſ- 
ſeth a-Perſon, that then, all which they hold 
and prattiſe 1s right !--- This -13 a very proſs 
Miſtake, for Men are always ( in a greater or 
leſs Degree) imperfect, both in their Principles 
and Practice, while in this imperfe& State. Bur 
then it is the ſtrongeſt Proof that we can have, 
that a Man is ſent of God into this Work, when 
the. Lord himſelf comes with him, and ſays to 
him (as he does to all his Meſſengers) He that 
receiveth you, receiveth me ; and be that receiveth, 
me, receiveth bim that jent me, Matt. 10: 40. _ 


This Head includes both of the other : for a 
Man cannot preach God's Truth clearly and as 
he ought, nor practice agreable thereto ; neither 
is he like ro be fucceſsful in his Labours, without 
having God preſent with bim.--- The Lord ſays, 
of Levi, He walked with me in Peace and"Fquity, 
and did turn many away from Iniquity, Mal. 2. 6. 
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OBJECTIONS anſwered. 


io IF 
uit 7 HEN any Point of Truth is held wp which 
1 "| has been generally ſhut our by Mankind 
li in Time paſt, it is a common Thing to 
| have many ObjeRtions raiſed againſt ir There- 
fore (though 1 know that a Man may as ealily 
ftop the Winds from blowing with his Words, as 
to-ſh1} all the Cavals of ſuch as do not love to 
receive the Truth, yet for the Good of Perſons 
that have a more ſerious Mind )} I will tere ſet 
down as ſhort and clear an Anſwer as I can, to 
the moſt marerial Ohjeftions that I have heard 
mentioned againſt the Call ' which I have been 
pleading for in this Diſcourfe, 


Oljeion 1. Tn this Diſcourſe you ſeem"ts ſet 
them which. you bold to be Chriſt's Miniſters, up 
equal to the Prophets and Apoſtles who were called 
in an extraordinary. Way. 


Anſwer 1. All true Miniſters of Chriſt now, are 
ſent forth by the ſame eternal God that the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles were, and therefore they have 


their Call and Commiſſion made clear FN + 
" 26 
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ſhall be as God, as the Angel of tbe Lord __— 
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to them by the Work of the ſame Spirit oa their 
Hearts; and thoſe that have not this, Jer them =: 
not pretend to be Meſſengers from the ſame dis 5. 
vine King. Burt then I 'obſerved before, that 7 
there were ſome Things in the Call and Work #5: 
of God's Servants of old that we have not now3 X- 
eſpecially in their being called, and inſpired to 
write the Scriptures, Yet we may, and ought C..;- 
to reach after as great and greater Degrees of = 
Grace and Strength to att for God, and to labour 
for the Advancement of his Kingdom, than they ::; 
had in old Time. David was an eminent Ser- © 
vant of the Lord, and did Wonders among his” 
People : but yet God ſays concerning his Church: 
in Jatter Times, that the feeble among them at that 
Day, ſhall be as David ; and the Houſe of David 


them, Zech. 12. 8. 


Anſw. 2. I will appeal to all Men of Reaſon. 
and Conſcience to judge, who ſets themſelves up 
equal to (nay above) the Prophets and Apoſtles; 
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thoſe who hold that they are not fic to be God's * 
Counſellers, nor to appoint whom he. ſhall have =; 
for his Meſſengers ; ; but thar they are only to . 
own and receive whomſoever he ſends; Or they *::. 
which declare that the Power is now left in their Fr 
Hands to authorize Goſpel-Miniſters ; and thar AL 
all 'who-preach without their Licence, run before 1 
they are ſent : which Power never was given to 4; 
the Servants of God heretofore ; and when the £1 
es went to aſſume ir, Chriſt ſeverely check- Þ 


m_ therefor, Mark.- 9. 38, 39. 


OLjeQion, 
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ObjeFion, II, Bur the Apoſtle ſeems to hold, 
forth, that fince the Days of Inſpiration are ceaſ- 
ed, the Work is put into the Hands of Miniſters 
to ordain others, and ſo the Power is tranſmitted 
down in an ordinary Way : hence he ſays to 
Timuthy, The Things that thou has beard of me among 
many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful 
Men, who {ball be able to teach others alſo, 2 lum. 
2.:2« 


Anſeo. This Text proves clearly, that Goſpel 
Miniſters ſhould be ordained, and publickly ſer 
apart in the Church, and I have no where denied 
it. : Alſo it gives the Character of the Perſons 
that are to be ordained, They muſt be faithful Men, 


oy or Men full of Faith and the Holy Ghoſt, Atts 6. 5. 


Which at once cuts off the Notion of unconvert- 
ed Men's being Miniſters of Chriſt, They are 
called of God, and made faithful in his Work be- 
fore they can be rightly received and ordained as 
Officers in his Church, Now as to where the 
Right of Ordination lies, whether in Miniſters 
by themſelves, or.in them and the Church as a 
united Body together :--- this js another Queſtion 
which 1 Thall not enter upon here. F A Man's 
being internally Talled of God is one Thing ; and 
bis being openly received, and ſer apart in the 
Church 1s quite another : and 1 defy all Men 
under Heaven to prove from Scripture, that God 
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| + See this Point clearly handled in Ebenezer Froth- 
ingham's Diſcourſe on the Privileges of the Church: 


of Chriſt. Printed at Newport 1 750. p. 163-+ $04-: 


has 
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kas-any more left it rin the Hands of any mortal 
Men whatſoever to ſay-who ſhall be his Miniſters, 
and who not, than he has to ſay who ſhall be his, 
Children and who not. The Argument that 1s 
raiſed from the « Scriptures being compleat; 1s as 
good in ore Caſe as the other. For it 1s no more 
recorded in the Bible that this, or that Perſon is, 
or ever ſhall be converted, than it is that this, or 
that Man is, or ſhall be called to preach the Gol- 
pel. We have plain Marks given us whereby,we 
may know them that the Lord has called into the 
Kingdom of his Grace : and ſo we have alſo Rules 
whereby we may know them that he has called to- 
be his MMtngers, 


But if it be true, that the T,ord does not now 
by his divine Spirit,; as really ſhew his Children 
their ſtanding, or their Duty, and 'the Work that 
he calls them to, as he did to his Servants of old 


then why do we talk of the Bible's being a Privis 


lege, for we are valtly worſe of it than they were 
before it was written. ? Alas! the' Darkneſs that, 
has overſpread. the World in "theſe Days ! Dark- 
neſs that, may be felt. Yet, bleſſed be che Lord, he 
will cauſe bis Light and Glory to ſhine upon, his 
People, though Darkneſs covers the Earth, 6c. 
Jai... 60. 5; © Ws 


Oljefion [1I.. Some may yet ſay, T hat to bold 
to fuch an internal Call. as this, will deſtroy all Or- 
der in the, Church, for when Men ,gert a Notion! 


Uapahey: are called of God,; they” will not; only; 
BY. preach 
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preach, bit alſo adminiſter the Qpdinances, and 
run into all manner of Confuſion, and none can 
controul them. 


— 


nes. S412 i A 


Anſw. 1. This is no juſt Conſequerice at all, for 
it is' plain that the Holy Ghoſt commanded the 
Church at Antioch to ſeparate two Men for a Work 
whereunto he had called them ; which was to go 
end preath and baptiz: amony the Gentiles: In Obedi- 
ence to which the Church publickly ordained them, | 
Aﬀts 17.2, 3. And yet one of them Perſons tells | 
us, that long before this he had fuch 'a Call by ; 
God's Spirit, that he did not confer with PFlelh and | 
Blood ; neither go to them that were Apoſtles be- 
fore him, but he went directly to preaching, 


Gal. 1.'15, 16, 17, 
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Anſe, 2. The Reafon and Nature of the Thing 
ſhews plainly; that holding to an internal Call, no 
ways-inyalidates eXternal Ordination in the leaſt - | 
for as when a Soul is converted, though he has |: 
an internal Right to all the Privileges of the Church 
of Chriſt 3 yet he has not an external Right there- | 
to, *cill he is 'openly received as a Member : So a 
Perſon that is called to preach; has not a Right to |. 
aft in thoſe Things which are peculiar t0 an Offi- '? 
cer in, the Church, *cill he is publickly fes apart /| 


therein, 
4 b 
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* "Praying, exhorting, and Preaching, though t ey | | 
zre Duties to be performed/in the Churchz yet they. 


"YO men, - 
= © » 


———— 


| Gifts of -the Holy Ghoſt, Heb. 2. 


% 
tly.. performed where. there. is .no., particular 
Church at all : which might be caſily ſhewn, were 


it needful to ſtand upon 1t. But the adminiſtring 
of ſpecial Ordinances, and afting in Church Dit- 
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\ cipline, are Things peculiar to a. viſible Church,and 
” therefore we cannot clearly att in them without we 


have a viſible ſtanding therein, as an Officer, or a 
Member. — For what have I to do to judge them 
that are without ? Do not ye judge them that are 
within ? 1 Cor. 5. 12, 


Objelion IV. But if you hold that you have the 
ſame Call with the Prophets and Apoſtles, why 
don't yourwork Miracles as they did to confirm 
your Miſſion? _ 


Anſw, | hinted before, that many Miracles and 
great Things which were wrought by God's Ser-- 
vants of old, were chiefly done to confirm the 
Truth of the Tidings which they brought, to ſuck 
as. had not received thoſe Parts of God's "Wart -. 
before. Thus the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, in men- ©. 
tioning the greag Salvation, which b:gan to be ſpoken. 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them. that 
beard him, ſays, God alſo bearing them Witneſs, both. 
with Signs and Wonders, and divers Miracles, and” 
2, 4, So when 
the Apoſtles firſt went forth, ibe Lord confirmed the 
WORD with Signs following, Mark 46. 20. From' 
which- it plainly appears, that thoſe Things were 
chiefly given to confirm the Meflages which they 
hrought, ' though undoubtedly there was a Confir-# 
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mation of the M:Mengers Miſſion contained therein. . 
But in our Days, when Men declare Things con- | 
ecrning the great Salvation ; Unbelievers have as | 
good Reaſon to demand a Miracle to prove har 4 
what they ſay is true, as Cavillers have to ſay, 1 £Þ 
you are thus ſent forth by the Lord, confirm your. 


* 


And futther, x 15 very evident that the Apoſtles Z 
Jooked upon their Succeſs in converting Souls, to! 
- a far greater, and more certain Proof of their 
ing ſent of God, than all the Miracles which 
ey wrought on Men's Bodies. Thus when Paut | 
would mention to the Corinthians an undeniable 12 
Evylence of his being an Apoltle of Chriſt; he ſays, +7 
The Seal of mine Apoſt/eſpip are ye in the Lord, 1 Cor. Þ 
9.2, and 2 Cor. 3. 1—3. So that thoſe who have Þ 
the Scripture Marks which are mention'd above, 7 
bring the cleareſt Evidences of their being fent of |: 
Chriit that we can have, 


[. 

ObjeBlien V. You: ſpeak much concerning a f 

Miniſter's Call, but fay little abovt his > kar L 
ons, Which is the main Thing ; for a Man' mult !! 
have Learning and the onderſtanding of the origi- Þ 
nal Tongues, or elſe he does not Know whether he Þ 


preaches night or wrong, 


Anſw. 1, If a Man's having the Treaſure of 
God's Word oper'd and 'committed* to his Saul; | 
and having ſuch a View of the Worth'of Souls, as || 
wp be conſiratued by divine Power and Love, = 


w 
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and ſpend his Life-and Strength for God's Glory, | 

and 1n labouring for their Good: (2 Cor.'5. 14 Jeb. 
3 21. 15, 16, 17. 2 Cor. 12. 15.)T ay, frhele Things 
' are not Goſpel Qualifications, I know*net*what 

are ;\ yea fuch neceſſary Qualifications, as that with- 
| out them, it a Man had all the Learning that Men 
bs can give, he would be no ways fit for this preae 
; : Work. 


\ Anfuw. 2. As to the Knowledge of the original 
i Tongues, though | do not deſpiſe it; for no donabe 
that may be improved to ſome Benefit, urider the. 
EW of the Spirit of God: Yet I am far from- 
thiokingfit to be «fo effentially neceflary as: "many 
would repreſent, " 
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For though 1 have heard many ( both Miniſters 
and others) aſſert, that wichour the Knowledge of. 
the original Tongues, a Man could not know whe-' 
ther he preached Truth, or Falſhood': yet I ſhall 
not only aſſerr, bur prove, that every Saint now. ' 
has the ſame Way to know the Truth and Certain-*' 
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- ty of God's Word that his People had of olds £4 
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without which all the Learning ih this World, wile © 554 


IF 


never bring any Man to know certainly the Truth * 
of the Scriptures. | 
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Chriſt told his Diſciples that tbe Spirit' of » Truth* 
would guide them into all Truth, Joh, 16. 13. And 
when the Jews ſaid of him, How knoweth this Man 
| Letters, having never learned? Chriſt ( after aſſert-' 
' dog #hac his DoArine was nor his'own, but his hes” 


30.every. Age have known = Truth and Certain 
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ſeat him) ſays, If any Man will do bis Will, be ball 
xxow. of the Dofrine, whether it be of Gad, or 
whether 1 ſpeak of myſelf, Joh. 7. 17. The Way 
that the 7 beſſalonians knew, and received the Goſpel 
wot as the Ward of Man, but (as it 15 in Truth.) the 
Word of God, was by its coming to them in Power, 
and in the HoLy GuosT, and- in much Aſſurance, 
x The, 2. 13. and 1. 5. Once more ; Paul tells 
the Corinthians ( who reckoned as much upon 
Ecarning and! Wiſdom as :many do in this Day ) 
That he determined to know nothing among them, ſave 
Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, and ( ys he ) 
Speech, and my Preaching was not with enticing Wards 
of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonflration of the Spirit, 
and of . Power, And again, What Man knows the, 
Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of Man that is jn 


_ kim? Even ſo the Things of God knoweth no Man, 


but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not. 
the Spirit of the VVorld, but the Spirit which is of 
Goa, that we might know. the Things that are freely 
given 1a us of God. VVhbich Things alſo we- ſpeak, 
not in the VVords which Man's VViſdom. teacheth, 
but which the HOLY GHOST teacheth ; ai 4134 


ſpiritual Things with. ſpiritual. But the natural 


receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of. God ; for 
they are Fooliſbneſs unto him ; neither can he know. 
them, becauſe 61-48 are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 


\ This is the hs Way by which God's People 


of his. Word :- which, hath been.given Pr to. irs 


l 
b © | 
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, true, without underſtanding 


par'd with Mah. 15. 9 


| which, if a*Perſoh has never fo many of the learned 


| feally* call them. © Or if he allows that they were 
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Proteſtants in general both at Home and Abroad 
fince the Reformation. —— T he Weſtminſter Confeſſion 
of Faith, after mentioning ſundry Arguments that 
may induce us to believe the Scriptures, ſay, © Yet 
« notwithſtanding our full Perſwaſton and Afuar- 
« ance of the infallible Truth, and divine Autho- 
« rity thereof, is from the inward Work of the 
&* Holy Spirit, bearing Witneſs by and with the 
« Word in our Hearts.” Chop. 1, Se. 5. 
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If we cannot know certainly that the Bible is 
of Hebrew, Greek and 
Latin (which Pilate ſet over Chriſt's Head, ' when 
he was Ctucified, Luke 23. 38. Met. 27. 37.) then 
alas ! we are'in a woful Caſe indeed : for (accords 
ing to this) if we hear a Man preach, that ſays he 
knows not only them Tongues, but twenty more 
beſide, and he tells us that this or that is Truth 3 
we . have only a Man's Teſtimony for it : and God 
ſays we worſhip him'in vain, when our Fear- 18 
taught by the Precepts of Men, Pal. 29. 31. coms 7 

Bur it is the common” Z 
Privilege of God's People ( and then much” more 
of his Mefſengers) to have the divine Spirit giver 
them; to ſeal his Truth to their Hearts ;* without 
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Tongues, how does he know that them Books 
which we call the Word of God, are not cumningly 
deviſed Fables, and' nothing but a Piece of Prieſt- 
Craft? as forme Men 'of great human” Learning 


firſt wricten by the Direftion of "God's Spirit, yet 


how 
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how 'does he know that they have not been altered 
fince '; for he has not the firſt Copies ? If it ſhould 
be ſaid, that great Care has been taken to tranſmit 
them down to us without any Alteration, I anſwer, 
ſo has there; been great Care and Pains uſed in 
tranſlating 'them into our: Language as exatly as 


poſſible, 


As ſor the Argument that many bring from the 
Apoſtles having the miraculous Gift of Tongues 
given them, to prepare them to preach among the 
Gentiles, —for to prove that Men muſt learn theſe 
Tongues now, before they. may preach among us 
] can ſee no-Reaſon in it at all, To them was 
given the. Knowledge of the Peoples Languages; 
that they were to-preach to ; and fo undoubtedly 
Perſons. now muſt have ſome clear underſtanding 
of the Meaning and Ule of the Tongue he ſpeaks 
in, or. elfe he-will be a Barbarian 'to this Hearers, 
and they to him, 1 Cor. 14, 11. This Argument 
is much {ſtronger to prove. that Men in our Land 
'ought to learn the /ndian Tongue, or other Lan- 
guages in- theſe Parts of the World, before they 
preach, that they*might be able to hold forth Sal- 
vation £0 ſuch poor Souls z than it is to, prove-that 
Men muſt learn Hebrew, Greek and Latin, before 
they may preach ro Engliſh Hearers. | But ſome 
will ſay, that though the. Bible is very well tran(- 
lated inco our Language, yet a clear underſtanding 
of. the original Tongues may be of Benefit';* as a 
Perſon thereby may be able ro; view the'different _ 
Readings that there are in ſome Places, and; ſo. may © 
. Mluſtrate- Bl 


WMuſtrate ſome Things more clearly than; others 
can, | 


To which 1 reply, that 1 allowed this before, 


that ſuch Knowledge may by the Help of the ci» 
vige Spirit, be improved for. the Good, of others : 
but then that is no Argument againſt..every one's 
Improving the Gift which God has given him : for 
cach goul will-have a dreadful.Account to give up, 
if chey,do. not... faithfully improve every. Talent 


which, their Maſter hath giveo into, their, Hands, 


Matt. 25.15. Luke 19, 13+ Yet let no Man pre- 
cend to what he has not 3..nor. put whatihe has 1n a 


wrong Place : both/of which are Abomination to 
the Lord. Spare me a; Word. co each of theſe, and- 


I will have:done with this Head. 


Firſt, Let no. Man pretend to.that he has not z_ 


which-certainly is the: Caſe of ſome, 4lnot.many 1n, 
this: Land, with Regard .to this: Matter., They. 


- 


pretend. that, none, may,preach, without. they, under, 


itand the, original. Tongues :. and . yet, many. take. 


their Degrees at Cpllege, and 7 are ordained, who, 
have no- clear underftanding of the {{ebrew Tongue. 
at all {in which aboverhalt-che. Bible was wrigten) 
ſo that according, ro-thgirown Plea, they mult, never 
preach out. of the.;:DIld-Telament : if, they * Co, 
they know not whether they preach right or: wrong. 
And further,, ſundry; Perſons that baye gone" taro” 


the, College, and are well acquainted, with theſe' 


Things, 1 have heard-own, Wac there 15- nat - ans. 


t0,ten..among. their a xc} Muy 


ye -Þ 
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of the original Tongues, as to-be able to make-anp 
Corre&tions, if - in any Places the Scriptures are 
not tranſlated exaQly right : but they poſſibly will 
:ead the Remarks of ſore learned Expoſitor (which 
common Engliſhmen can read) and then impoſe 
upon the'common People; with a Pretence of know- 
wg much nes the original of the Bible, 
ain; | 

Secondly; What Learning Men have is often put 
in 2 wropg Place, namely, to ſupply the want of 
the "Spirit of God, who alone can reach us all 
Things; #3 n6 Man can teach us, 1 Jeb. 2.27. Bat 
the VVaorld by VViſdom knew not God, x Cor. 1. 21, 
Many ſeem to make' more of 'hurnan Wiſdom and: 
Learning; 'than bf the Spirir of God,'to lead them 
:2:0 an underſtanding of his Word ; which naturally: 
ads ro that which [/atah ſpeaks of, that in a great 
Meaſure is aQeally the Cafe in our Day : co wit, ' 
* K "ae Myſteries of the Scriptures become to 
* alas a fealed Book ; which che unearned fſay;' 


-* 'rkey cannor read becauſe they are not learned ;; 


<* 2nd the Learned cannot read becavſe it is ſealed, 
« Therefore {the Lord fai&') behotd; 4 will pro- 
« cecd to'do a marvellous Work amongft this Peo+ 
* ple, even a marvellous Work an& a' Wonder : 
++ for the Wiſdom of their wiſe Men ſhall periſh, 
* and the undetſtanding of their prudent'Men ſhall 
** be hid, Wo unto'chem that feek deep to hide 
* their Counſel from! the” Eord, and their Works 


* and who Knoweth%s? "Surely your turning of = 
* "Things opfide dowhi "hall be eftcenied as "the | 


!' Potters Clay 


© blind ſhall ſee out of Qbſcurity, and out of Dark. 
* nefs. The Meek alſo ſhall increaſe their Joy in 
« the Lord, and the POOR among Men ſhall 
* rejoyce in the Holy Oae of Iſrael, 1/ai. 29. 11, 
I2, 14s 16, 18, 19» Eg 


Lad 


One ObjeRion more_T will ſpeak a little to, and 
thea.draw toward a cloſe. abs. 


ObjeFion VI, Many Entbuſeaſts and. deluded Peo- 
ple have held co ſuch a Call as you ſpeak of, but 
nane that have been accounted ſound, and orth9- 
dox. Divines in- latter Days, have pretended to any 
luch Thiag. | Lies: ante 


Anſw, 1. That many People have held falſe 


Notions. about a Call to preach the Goſpel, is.an 


undoubted Truth to me ;z and many have run into, 
great Deluſion concerning ſuch Things 
that.is no more of a good Argument agaiaſt this, 
than it. is agaioſt all Religion. There is. no Point 
in experimental Religion, as | know - of, but what 
' bas been abuſed : and how many awful Deluſions 
have ſome run into concerning Converſion, and the 
Teachings of God's | 


ivs and Pþiletus, and a thouſand. 


atall : for if Hymen 
re, run into never {o 1 
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y :— In that Day ſhall che:deaf hear 
" the Words of the Book, and the Eyes .of the 
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| of God fandub ſure, baving this Stall, The Lord 
'N knoweth them that are bis, 2 Tim. 2. 19. 


*: Anfw. 2. If none that have been eſteemed found 
bi Divines in Jatrer Ages have held to ſuch a Call by 
the Spirit of God, — What Warrent @id the firſt 
} Reformers from Popery go upon In preaching be- 
F fore there were Proteſtant Churches gathered ? If 
' Ws any ſay, they were ordained by the Papiſts, I reply, 
i that if they had no better Call, than Antichrilk 
could give them, they went upon a very poor Au- 
thoriry. | And farther, ir is an undoubted Truth 
that the ſame Power that'can give a Commiſſion, 
can take it away: and it” is certain that the Pope 
did his utmoſt, hor only to depoſe. them,- but alſo 
to Geftroy their Lives if poſſible ; yer Mill they 
went on boldly ia preaching in their Maſters Natine, 
notwithſtanding ail the Rage of Earth and Hell. 


And if the firſt Reformers in England did not 
hold to ſuch"an internal Ca!!, what did "they mean 
| by infiſlirg upon ir, "that every one which they 
of ordained, | ſhould profeſs, hat be was inward!'y 
| moved by jhe HOEY GHTIDST "zo take that VVork 
| fon bim ?— 1 Coubt not but many of them knew 
' 38 experimentally what it was to becalled and inwar(* 
30 ly movedby the Holy Ghoft, to £0 into that great 

14 | Work of preaching the Goſpel, though T fear chac 
many whop have uſed that Form of Words ſince, 


=. have not known neither what they faid,nor whereof 
4 a * j bs. k | — GPS” k F 4 ® »  »* 
: | Oae 
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an Internal Cat to' preach the Gosver., 


One "particular Inſtance of an internal "Call, L 
will here ſet down, which 'was experienced about 


hundred Years ago, by "ore who, though 99j» Fg 
deſpiſed by ſome learned Men, "yer is generally * 


eſteemed and looked upon among the Godly, ag a 
very excellent Writey, arid an eminent Servant of 
Jeſus Chriſt : TJob# Bunyan, in giving an Accoung 
of God's Dealings with him (in his Book intitled 
Grace abounding, &c.) after mentioning the earneſt 
Delires of many, that he ſhould preach, ſays, that 

* about thar Tune he did" evidently find- in” his 


4% Mind a ſecret prukiog forward thereto ; though - 


** (lays he)T bleſs God, not from a Deſire of Vain- 
« Glory, for at that Time I was moſt ſorely affli&- 
© ed, with the fiery Darts of the Devileoncerning 
* my eternal State. But yet could not be conteng 
* unleſs I was found in the Exerciſe of my Gift, 
* unto which I was greatly animated, not only by 
* the continual Deſires of the Godly, bur alſo by 
* that Saying of Paul to the Corinibians, [ beſeech 
« you Brethren ( ye know the Houſhold of Sleptanus, 
that it is the ft Fruits of Achaia.' and that they 
 bave addiied themſelves to the Miniſtry of the 
* Saints) that ye © ſubmit your ſelves unto” ſuch, and 
* {a every one that belpeth with us, and laboureth, 
« 1 Cor. 16, 51, 16. By this Text I was made 
*. to ſee that the Holy Gho@ never intended, that 
+ M-n who have Gitcgs, and Abilities, ſhould bury” 
** them in the Earth, but rather did command and 
* ſtir vp ſuch to the Exerciſe of -their Gift, and 
* alſo did commend thoſe that were apt fo” to'do.. 


4 tave atdifed Phedſeives to the Miniſtry of 
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* the Saints; this Scripture in thoſe Nays did cans 
* cioual'y, run in my. Mind, to encagrage me, | 
* ſtrengthen. me, in this my Work for God, 
« have alſo been encouraged from ſeyeral other 
* Scriptures, . 20d Examples of the Godly, bath 
* Tpecihed in the Word, and other ancient Hiſto- 
«® ries, AA8, 4.and 18, 24, 25. 1 Pet. 4. 10, 
«Rom. 12.6. Fox's Afts and Monuments.” 


_ And further on he ſays, **. Though I will not 
* now ſpeak all that I know in this Matter, yee 
*« my Experience hath. more Intereſt in that Text 
_« of Scripture, Gal. 1, 11, 12. than many among(t 


6s Men, are aware,” _ 


© Much more might be ſaid here, but 1 ſhall not 
a upon. It now, - becauſe that though ſerious 
co by 6 not ſlight and diſregard the Praftice of 
the Godly in paſt Ages, yet when viewing Things 
Til hey will follow them as far, and no farther 
ey followed Chriſt, The Scriptures plainly 
eſent that the .Church.of God in. theſe latter 
Days, will get ViRtory over..the Corruptions | of 
Aatichnft gradually, and by Degrees. _ 


; T bey get Victory, firſt over the Braff ; then 
over his Image ; thirdly, over. his Mark, and Jaſtly 
ever the Number of bis Name. Rev. 15. 2. | 


That allowing the Caſe, that many of the Fa- 
thers had not ſo clear Views of the Nature of theſe 
Things, yer that is ng juſt *QbjeRion againſt "$ 


a 


an Internal Cott ts preach the Gohri. 5 


tobe contrary to- God's W 
| ſhall here ſer down a P 


rom Mr. Robinſon; 


who was the firlt Paſtor of the Church that came 


firſt ro New England, and Tottled in Plymonth: Part 
of the Church came" over from. Helldnd before the 
other; and Mr. Robinſon ftayed behind! wich the 
reſt ; And at theit parting; ns: 


Goverhnot Winſlow ſays, + ** He charged vs be? 
© fore God and his blefſed Angels, to follow hint 
© no further than he followed Chrift:» And if 
« God ſhould reveal any thing to us by any other” 
« Inſtrument of his; to be as ready to receive ir, as 
* ever we were {0 receive any Truth by his Mi- 
% niftry ; for he -was very confident the Lord had. 
« more Truth and'Lighr yer, ro break forth'out of 
* his holy Word,” He took Occaſion alſo miſera” 
** bly to bewail the ftare of the reformed Churches 
* who were come to.'a Period in Religion, and 
*©-would go no further than the Ioftruments of: 
« their Reformation. As for Example; the Las 


*%therans could not'be drawn to go' beyond what” | 
"* Luthet (aw ; for whatever part of God's Wore 


* he had further revealed to Calvin, they had ra- 
*© ther die than embrace it : and ſo faid he; you 
©. ſee the Calviniſfts, they ſtick where he left them, 


* a Miſery much t6 'be lamented * for though * 


« they were precious, ſhining Lights in rheit 
*+ Times; yet God had not revealed his whole: 
IF, | © 
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js "The Natvar ond Nrecroarry of 
« -Will to them : and-were they-now alive, ſaid ye 


«. in mind of our Chureh- Covenant z whereby we 

"2 « engaged with God and one another, to receive 
i « whatever Light, or Fruth ſhould be made 
\ BY «known tous from his written- Word. ' But-withal 
F «® exhorted us to take heed what we: received for: 
* Truth; and well to examine, compare and weigh 
* jt-with other Sctiprures before we receive it. For 
« ſaid he, it is not poſſible the Chriſtian: World 
© ſhovid come fo lately out of ſuch Antichriſtian 
*<. Darkneſs, and that full perfe&tion-of aelcOge 
" ſhould break forth at once.”” 


| Theſe are the Sentiments of my Hearty and acs 
cording/to this, Jet what I have here--written be 
tried. If 1 have faid any thing contrary to-the- | 
Scriptures of Truth, Jet it be condemned; if nor, 
what does a thouſand Traditions of -/Menmavail ror + 
overthrow: it? — Al! Flefp is Graſs, and all-the Good- 
. fines 15-4s the Flower of the Field. — The 
-Grafs © itherth, the Flower fadeth : but the VVord 
I Gai foull fond forever. ul 49. 6, 8. 
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Some. Improvement of the" whole, with. 
- Ob/ervations.on the, Principles and 
Pratices of many in this Age," con-" 
Cernmg theſe Things. 
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Shallnow cloſe this Diſcourſe with ſome few 
RefleCtions on wits has been ſaid. 
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Us 1. Is it Fe that Chriſt's Meſſengers now: 
have eſſentially the ſame Call that all- his Servants-- 
had-of: old? - We. may hence ſee the woful: and 
lamentable Caſe of many io this Generation,” -wik 
have'( in a great Meaſure, if not wholly ) ſet aide. 
the Work of God's Spirit, and the Kingly Authos. 
rity of Jeſus Chriſt, in calling and ſcading, forth. his, 
Miniſters, and have ſec up mortal Man. 1n his. 
Room: — whick appears: evident in theſe follows 
iovg Particulars. | 
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1. In that they holdg that Chriſt has gow leſtit; 
with his Miniiters'to Licence and ſend-forth others,,, 


and-chat whoeyer goes'to preach without that, rue, 
"#3 & before 


a J _ is thus ſpoken is his Voice. He told Eljab that 
of =o in hk Room. 1 Kings 19: 16. And 1 think 
os _— it are 
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before they are ſerit; They do not only hold wy 
Preachers ſhould -be examined by the Church and 
Miniſters of Chriſt ; and fo be received; and-pub- 
lickly '6r6ained;if they are found” faithful-3"or be 
rejeCed If otherwiſe, (which 1 believe is agreeable 
to Goſpel Rule)'but they alſo hold, char ir is this 
albne that gives them their” Commiſſion Hd Au- 
thority. "Herice 1 have often heard ity both from 
the Pulpit, and in Converſation afferted, that The 
Call of *Man is the Cal! of God. — Which 1 take 
. to be a moſt horrid Way 'of' ſetting Man. vp in 

God's Place. * (42 


Indeed we all hold that God fometirnes ſpeaks 
y his Spirit, in and through his People: and what 


J he ſhould anoint {or call forth] Eljfbe to be Pro- 


appears evident; that Timotby was thus called 
forth, if we compare 42s 16. q. Him would Paul 
bave to weforth with bim , — with 1 Tim. 1. 18: 
ws Charge T commit anto thee; Son Timothy, accord- 
"ing to the Proputcits which went before” on - thee.” 
And again, 'Neglef? not the Gift that i in thee, 
which was given thee by Prormecy, with the laying 
os of the Hands of the Prefbytery, chap. '4. 14. 
And I ſuppoſe it- is generally allowed" that Mr. 
Davidſon was guided by the divine Spirit; whed he- | 
charged Mr.” Fobn Ker (a young Gentleman who 
had no [Phoughts-of the Miniſtry -before) to caſt 
off his Scarler Cloak, and lay aſide his gilded 
per, and take him to his Book, ©. For (Os 
"ee «you 


4.you-are the Man we; to ſucceed me inthe. 


&- Miniſtry at this Which | accordingly 
came'to mA + God alſo = teaches and- guides 
- —_—_ in a moreordinary Ways: AED ther to 
y that whatever is ated by his rofeſſing 
is the Voice-'of God, is neriagly falſe. _— 
were called Prophets among: God's People of old, 
which they choſe, and loved their Preachiog, that 
yet he ſays, They ran, but he. ſent them not, nor -c 
wanded them. Compare Jer. 5. 31, with Chop. 
231, 32. Yea the greateſt Saints often are miſtaken, 
Samuel's looking on. the ſtately Appearance of 
Feſſe's eldeſt Son, and ſaying, Surely: 4he Lord's & 
wointed 15 before bim, + Sam. 16. 6, did'not make... 
Eliab 'to be the Leader that God a for 10h; 


aoplei-<- 7 


- But notwithſtanding the befb-ahdfona are 6 
frail Creatures, yet Mr. Fifs of Stonington 4 | 
as to afſerr (after commenting a whileon- 
2 Tim. 2./ 1, 2.) that +. Chriſt Jeſus C 
«<,-mit the preaching-of , the Goſpel..co.any. _ | 
« ſince the Apoſtles, but. by- the pom nyene ; 
© .of others.” * He; halds, that Chit hi 
committed this Work-to the Apoſtles, and-to:his; 
firſt-Miniſters, but nat to any now, ;oaly through. 
and by Inſtruments. Which Scheme, ay 1 believe 
ito be. I upon Tradition, an4;not go 
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F: 13+ Nironr and Nectwrry of - 


Scripture : So” ir evidently (like their T raditions 
of Gd) crofles God's Cormandment;; *or-irr other 
Words; they-make void ven $ Law'to ———_— 


bwn oy 0m we 


\ This you may ſce ſomething "y 1n ode Mr. Ed: 
wards ſays'of theſe Things,>in his "Thoughts on 
wy: Work-.of God 'in New England, 174 1,%. 
264. &c:” He holds it to: be an Error for 
wy to think ©: That the Goſpel-Miniſtry need 
* not to be" limited as it uſed to be; to'Perfons of a 
* liberal Education ; { fays he") forne"of Jate have 
* been for having others that they have- ſuppoſed 
* to be Perſons of eminent Experience, wublickly 
_ ©®. licenced to (preach, yea and ordained 'to- the 
; * Work of-che Miniſtry ; and ſome Miniſters have | 
S_—** ſeemed to favour ſuch a Fhing : bur how hrtle FF 
F< do they ſeemto look forward and conſider the * 
”* " unavoidable Confequences of opening ſuch- #\, | 
""*% * Dag wiil be found of abſolute 'Necefſity % 4 
{there ſhould beiJome certain*vihble Limits 
py fixed, to"avoid, bringing Odium vpon our ſe}ves,. 
" andibredtidg Unealine(s and Strife amonglt 
* others; and-Fiknow-of none better, and indeed”; 
** no other that- can well be-fixed, that thoſe char 
*- the-Propher Zeebarieh fixes, viz. that thoſe only: | 


Py 


* ſhould be appoirited to.be Paltors,or Shepherds | 

*jn'God's-Chyrch; chat» have'been caught cokeep 

*. Cattle.from their. Youth ;_ or that have __ 
* .Edutation for chat Porpoſe:—Nar bur that = 

£2 bly be ſome Perſons in the-Land, 

« hare had no Education at Coltege, are it 

: « them 


- 


an Internal Car 10 preach the (Govyuit 7 | 


* themſelves B2TTER QUALIFIED for the: Wotk 
© of the Miniſtry thaniſome- others thathave taken 
<< -their Degrees; andiare now-Ordained. - 
« |] believe the breaking :over. thoſe Bounds that 
+ have hitherto" been\et, in. ordaininguch® Pers 


re 


*+ſons would in its:Conſequences be agreateF” Cas © 
}, © lamity, than/che miffing ſuch Perſons inthe > 
$6 Work. of the Miniſtry;** . Thus *farthe.—Now 26 
though I highly. eſteem this” Man, as an eminen £4 
| -Servantof the .0rd,/and believe the' tain of x 
| Book to be clear Fruth : yet. F defire' never 2 
| have ſuch an eſteem of any” Man, as to rake: Be. il 
| 


they ſay for *Truth, wher it yan evident] 
be contrary to God's Word: which | "Trink bo 


= Caſe here, 


* © > He mentions Zech. 14. 5. as'a Deſcription 6f 
3F© SDoſpel Miniſters : but | rather think, with th 
»Fevecilenc Mr. Flavel, that it deſcribes a falſe" Tea 
® \eher, — Mr. Flave! ſpeaking of falſe Teachers; 
"fays, '**: We find*in a clear! Prophecy of "Gofpet 
®" \Timer, what ſhame God will pour vpon them; 
*-Zecb. 13. 4, 5. They ſhall be brought with 
*« ſhame enough'to confeſs, I am no' Propbet, I 
» am an Huſbandman; for 'Man laught' we 10 = 


Fg 
EE 
| ns Captie from my Youth. 2 L bl 
| >0Dhivic evidently the genuine Meaning'of __ : 
Text, if we compare it with the foreg Words: % 
| J0"v#.-1r. God: Ifays,” He "oil open a \ Foimtain'"to Fe 
2 SEM — = —— > — —_— | 'VH | 
3 "+ Flowers Works. Vol: LP.'6 34. « : 
| ; | a; "OP ; | ehanſe &; 


ry 
ia mp : 
>< ————. 


WIRD nog ts 


- 
5 REAR: row. Av ea" — — 
n . 


—_— ————— 
= 7 > F c 
GET - > 


5% ei wi 


u The (Narvier ent Nucass1Ty of. as: | 


ſg People from \Sin and Uncleanneſs : and. 
©er.2 in particular, {bai be- - will take "YI 
the Idols and. falſe-Prophets : very 4. he ſays, 
Ihe own Parents ſhall riſe againſt bim ; 
yes, be himſelf Jhail be aſhamed of bis Viſion, — And. 
be ſhall fay, 1am no Prophet ; for Man taught ms ||| 
to keep Calile. my" Toth « q-d: 1 own | 
6 never was-ſent of God; butl had my Education 4 
* and Commiltion only from Man.*.. Agrecable: 
e this, is -what Paul ſays to Timothy, when he. 
charged ged him'to be faithful in- preaching the Goſpel, | 
— For, (lay, he) the Time will come when thty will 
got endure ſound Dofirine , but after their own _ 
Lufts ſhall bzep to themſelves Teachers, having ids 
ing Ears, 2 Tim. 4. 3. 8. e. Men will getto th w 
as to hold that they can edncate and coramillls 
 byare their Miniſters themſclves 5; — and whe 
have made them, the Work. which oy ; 
-by fleſhly 'Wiſdom, to pleaſe-itching Ears ; 
ther than by manife/tation of the Truth 10, comm 
p0y 9 40 every May £ COTIRE in the hight of of 
bes 2 Cor - 44/2, Gy 


\ Now:l one © Thing here, and that is, it ſeems:re re- 
markable that-when a. good Man, (as. take Mr, F 
Edwards to be) undertook. to vindioate; a falſe 


Scheme, the-main Text he brings It, 1s | 
that which properly deſcribes  Nxrw a mkrery lf 
ay/it ſeems Ms that here he miſeonſtures Scripe 
tare'; ſo I'think it is-a5-evident, that in what fals'\ 


© lays dowa a Plan ITT 


an Inttrnal CALt. 18 preach the Gosezs.: T) 


God's Word ſays, "Having. Gifs differing. let ns 
;mprove them, —wbetber- Prophefie, let us Propbefie 
according 1o the» Proportion of Faith: or Minifiryy 
let us twait on our thiniflring ;. or be that teacheth, on! 
teaching ; or be that ch, on Exhbortation, Rom, 
6. 7,8. And again, As every Man - bath received. 
the Gift, even- ſa min;fler the ſame one to another, as, 
good Stewards of the manifold Grace of God... If any 
Man- ſpeak, let bim ſpeak as the Oracles of God if. 
any Man minifler, let him do it as of tbe Abi 
which God giveth :- that God in all Things might 
_ through Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 4.1 4 3 


. But Mr. Edwards ( and a great many others) ay, 
F... thar if Perſons don'c get their Gifts and Abilities at. 
"FF College; though they may be better qualified for- 
4 e Work of the Miniſtry y, than ſome others that; 
4 vetaken their Degrees, and are ordained. ; yet, 
wil 
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[nay not be received : and why ? Becauſe it. 
ak over the Bounds that have been ſet. :—- 
by God, for his Bounds and Limits are deſcribs, 
I above; but they.ar nds which. were ſet by 
he Traditions of Men. The Lord fays ined 
gout the College, nor any particular Place or 
"Manner. of Education. ; but» only fays, that every. 
mm muſt improve the Ability that he gives, &c, And" 
zogh Mr. Edwards thinks that this is the Way 
\ to avoid bringing,Qdium upon themſelves,” yet, 
doubt not bur that thoſe who perſitlt in this » Way, 
will find that God till make. them contemplible ard 
\ Boſe. before all the People, according as they have net., 
© Kep:bis VVays, but bawe been partial in the t 
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Mal 2.9) "Neither is this the Way to _ 
*. breeding Unealineſs and Strife among Js 
but quite the contrary, For: ata rice apons 't 
biit-own'are godly Perſons, within theſe-tew Y ears 
palt, have been brought ſo"clearly to ſee that the | 
- Scheme that is 'held and preQuiſed'in 'the-Land, is : 
== 4; (in this' reſpeft as well as many others) contrary-ro + 
\ mY God's Word, thar'they- could not be eaſy under it” / 
7 avy longer, and-therefore have openly Fenounced? | 
Commuction with it. | 
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2. Audier Thing 'that evidenceth-that many 
our Day, ſet up Man in Chriſt's Place is, that 
hold that"if-a 'Man has College Learting; and © 
is regularly introduced according to their Order, © , 
he'ts a Miniſter of Chriſt, and ſent of God, though "7 
unconverted. But Chriſt ſavs, /] am the Door ; "yi. j 
me if any Man enter in be ſhall be 'Saver.— A of 
that ever came before me are Thieves and Robbers t** 
hut the Shzep did not bear them, Joh. 10.8, 9. That”; 
unleſs they make a Chriſt» of themſelves, no j 

in” by the Door, but choſe that are ina Stat 
of Salvation : All others are Thieves and Robbers,” 
let them have what Learning or Approbation they 
will of 'Men.— Unto the VVicked God ſaith, whats 
Baſt thou to-do 10 declare my flatuies, ar” that" thou; 
JBoulde/t take my Covenant into it Mouth.” Pal. \ 
50.. 16. 
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+ The moſt plauſible Plea that any have for uns 
converted Men's being Chriſt's. Miniſters is4he low" | 
Mgnce of Judas. Bur if they duly confider hows 7 


Lbs”, 
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_ the Scriptures repreſent that Caſe, methinks they 

would have done . with them. Arguments. - Icis 

. Plain that he was choſen to fulfil a particular Pro- 
| piiecy concerning Chrift, rather than to be one of 


bow much. Pains did Chrilt all along take to difſ- 
tinguiſh him from his. other Difciples.? Job. 6. 
* 0. One of you is @ Devil. chap. 12. 6. He was a 


"Trier and bad the Bag, and bare what was pus thare- 


. tn. (a proper Deſcription of a falſe . Teacher, 
chap. To, 8.) Againy Jays Chriſt, T {peak not of 
you all ; 1 know whom T bave choſen : but that the 
Scripture (Pſal. 41. 9.) may be fulfilled, te that 


me. Joh. 13. 18. So that inſtead of Fudas's do- 
1ng as much good as any of the Apoſtles, (which 
 Jome affert he did) we have no s Bs that he 
ever did any, Good in the World ; but we have 
an Account of much Miſchief that he did.; for 


God's Honour and Souls Salvation, ---- therefore 
| when he could ger the moſt Money by ſelling 
| Chriſt, he readily embraced 'the Opportunity.. 

And ſo will any unconveried Man do by the 
| Cauſe 'of .Chrift, let him bave never ſo much 
kuman Learning. 


- 3. Whar makes it ſtill more evident, that ma- 
ny in our Day have ſet themſelves in Chrift's 
Seat (or rather have exalted themſelves above all thas 
is called God) with regard to this Matter, 15, that 
as they can commiſſfionate Miniſters : ſo they 
can: diſpenſe with their Commiſton when they 
think proper. M Paul 


an Taterrial Cal 40 preach the Gos't er. 85 i 


his Meſſengers as. the others were : therefore. 


eateth Bread with me, hath lift up» bis Heel againſf 


what he was after was filchy Lucre, and not- 
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* Paul ſays, Neat is laid wpon ie ; yea, Wo if 
unto me if I preach nat the Goſpel. x Cor. 9g. 1g. 
Bur theſe Men, though they ſay They are called 
of God as was Aaron : Heb. 5. 4. yet when wortd- 
Iy Intereſt ſuits beſt, they can lay down their 
Commitlion, and others can diſmiſs them from 
it, ſo as to ſpeak no more in God's Name. We 
have plain Accounts of Sundry that the Lord took 
from other Callings and brought into this.----He 
called Moſes from the Honours of Pharaob's Courr, 
Exod. 2. 10.'\&c. Eliſba from his Plowing. 1 Kings 
19. 19,----21. Amos from among the Herdmen 
of Tekoa. Amos 1.- 1. and 7. 14, 15. Peter and 0- 
thers from their Fiſhing. Mattbew from'among 
the Publicans. Matt. 4. 18, ---- 22.-3nd 9.9. and 
Io. 3. And Paul from among the learned Perſe- 
cutors, Ge. ---- 1 Tim. 1. 12," 13. But for ahy 
| got the Ambaſſadors of the King of Heaven to be 
F#by, his Order, taken out of that Work, and pur; 
 into'any other Buſineſs in the World, is what I 
think the Scriptures are ſilent about : or rather 
that. they ſpeak terribly againſt. The Lord fays, 
Wo to the Idol Shepherd that leaveth the Flock : the 
Sword ſhall be upon bis Arm, Ge. Zech; 11. 17. 
The Hireling fleeth, becauſe be is on Hirel ing, and 
careth not for the Sheep. John to. 13. © Miniſters 
** are*called Stars, and Angels : but how dread- 
<& ful is it for ſuch to leave their Stations ? Rev. 
«1.20. Fude" 6. 13. 


Yer there has b:en ſo many Inſtance; af this 
| Vary 
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Nature in our Land, that it ſcems needleſs to ſtand 
« ag the particular Froof of it. Some have left x 
the Place of an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, for the __ 
Judges Bench, or Governor's Chair, *; | . Others w 
have turned ro Merchandizing, or pleading Law ; - 
and ſo ſame to one Buſineſs, and ſome to another, 
as worldly latereſt ſeems to ſuit beſt. » 4 


- And yet they will pretend to. read thundering ::-/ ! 
Lefures to thoſe that- they, affe&. to call Lay- 8 
Teachers t ; and will tell them that. every Man 
muſt abide in the ſame Calling wherein be was called, 
1-Cor. 7. 20. When they can leave their ſacred 
Calling for the Sake of ' the Honours or Riches of 
this World ; Alas | to what a length have the 
Children of Men run in theſe Things ! Now Rea- 
der, if thy Hcare trembles for fear of this great 
Holt ; and thou think it Prefumprion for a Child 
to come our agaiolt fo great an Army of Learned 
Men, as there are that hold theſe Things that I: SG 
oppoſe : ke us with Gideon and his Servant, take” br 


—— ———  _  — —_———— — —— — —__— — — 2 
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® One Inftance of: this was the Hon, Garden Saltonftall,” 
Elq; who formerly was taken out of the Palpit at Now Londerr, bu 
into the Place of Governor aver Conmneficut Colony, He was 4 

x" 


the chief Inſtrument of changing the Conſtitution of the Chur- 
ches through that Gavernment, from Congregational, to what wo 
is call:d the Suylroch Regulation ; by which, mary godly Men, MY 
have thought that he did as much Miſchicf as almoſt avy Man, WT 
that ever was in the Colony, IF 

+ Dr. Frax4 fays, that this Way of calling. al] but the Ciergy- 3h. 
Lay Men, is a * pernicibus Diſtiation derived from Popery ; 
* and itiisnot;io be exprefied, what horrid Miſchief it is. the i 
* Caule gf." Fear of Man, P. 115. 116. ll 

i; 46d -- one (3: > 
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one Turn down by their Camp, and I doubr not 
but we ſhall hear fomething that will ſtrengthen 
vs againſt their Scheme: and as David cut off 
Goliath's Head with his own Sword : and' after« 
wards ſaid, There is none like it : 1 Sam. 17.51. 
and 21.-9. So 1 have often thought that in this 
* Caſe, I defired nothing better than Men' $ Own 
Weapons to fight them with. 


<<. When you come near, you will hear, them 
& delivering their Minds ſomething in this Form, 
& God has always fer a ſacred Guard around his' 
< Miniſtry, and ic is a dreadfu] Thing co in- 
trude upon” it. ' Before Moſes's Time, the 
Prieſthood was confined to the Firſt-born : 
- after that, *twas limited tothe Tribe- of, Levi, 
and the Family of Aaron, and the Stranger 
«© that came nigh muſt be put ro Death. I his, - 
& held "till Chriſt came, who in an. immediate 
«& Way ſent forth his Apoſtles, and they were, 
«to ordain others, which were to commit that 
& Charge to faithful Men ; and fo the Line was 
«& to deſcend down in an ordinary Way to the 
& end of the World!” 


8-8 N- 


And thus they rank theſe Things iotc four 
great Periods :---- one before the Law, one un- 
der the Law, the third under the Goſpel: in the 
Apoſtles Time, and the fourth from. their Deaths. 
to be end of. the World. 


Now if we take a View in Scripture Light of 
either of theſe Periods, we may find many hag - 
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in them, to cut down the Scheme which theſe. 
Men plead for. 1 


As to the firſt, they ſay, that © From the be- 
« ginning 'cill Moſes's Time, the Miniſtry, or. 
* Prieſthood was limited to the” Firſt-Born :* 
which ſhould. we allow, yet it is certain that the 
Eine ran rather 1n. the ſpiritual: than natural Birth. 
Thos in the firſt Family that was created, Cain, 
the Firſt-born was rejetted ; while God bad re- 
ſpe# to Abel and to his Offering, Gen. 4. 4, 5. 

Ifo in Noah's Family, *the Line was limited to 
Shem, tho' Japheth was the elder Brother, Chap. 
10.21. So in Abraham's Houſe, though I/bmaeb 
was the Firſt-borng yet [/aac was the promiſed 
Seed, 21. 12. Likewiſe.in [ſaac.s Family, God 
ſaid, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger, Rom, 9. 12. 


Thus you ſee, that thoſe who were ſpiritually 
the Firſt-born which were written in Heaven, (Heb. 
T2: 23.) the Lord took for his Servants ahd -Mi- 
niſters, lec them ſtand where they would as to 
their natural Birth ; which clearly cuts "off the 
Notion of any, Man's being his Miniſter that is 
not born again, 


Secondly, ** From Moſes's Time, they ſay, the 
« Prieſthood was limited to the Seed:of Aaron, 
« and the Stranger that came nigh ſhould be pur 
« to Death, Numb. 3. 10. From whence they: 
argue, that it is a dreadful Thing for any to come: 
into the Miniſtry, that are not introduced in their 


Way. But ler 'us take-a more cloſe View of 
7 theſe 
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theſe Things ; and firſt obſerve, that them Prieſts 
had a Work to do, which no Mortal has now: 
and that was to offer Sacrifices for Sin; in which 
they typified Jeſus Chriſt. But then I allow that 
they were to teach Facob God's Liw-( Deut. 33. 
x0.) as well as offer Sacrifices. _ But what will 
Men do with this now? I cruſt none will be 
vain as to ſay, that None may be Chriſt's Mini- 
ſters in theſe Days, but Miniſters natural Seed, 
Then I think 1 muſt bring ic here ; Aaron. was a 
elear T'ype of Chriſt, and none might be Prieſts 
Bat his Sced ; fo I believe that none now ought 
i eo come into the Miniſtry, but ſuc!) as are Wy 
| | be "aa of Jeſus Chriſt, our glorious High» 
rieſt, 


" Thirdly, Ta the Apoſtles Time all own, that 
hEhriſt did by his divine Authority, and Holy 
Boirir, call them forth, ſome from one. Buſineſs, 
” 82d ſome from another, to be his Meff-ngere. 

And that all Chriſt's (rue Miniſter's expenence, 
efentially the ſame, I think is made evident 1n 
this Treatiſe. 


®*Concerning the Jaſt Period, they ſay, that 
« whom the Apoſtles ordained, were to ardain 
« others, and f the Authority is tranſmitted 
F | « down in an ordinary Way.” --- Now I find that 
© ! ifiofſe who bold the Scheme, that I oppole, dit- 
| i agpee among themſelves. Some ſay, that Timothy, 

F and Titus were (what they call) ordinary Mitt 
1 ' Rers. Burt others, when we mention. that Timeorby 


2; 7 
| "ang 


was cal!cd by Prophche, i Tim. 3. IS. and 4. 14. 


& | 
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i. 
and that he was to do the Work of an Evange- 2 
Ut, 2 Tim. 4. 5. I ſay, when theſe Things are * 
mentioned, they ſay we muſt not expett ſuch + 
Things now, for they were extraordinary Mint- +7 | 
ſters. And ſo they make all the Miniſters thas 2 
we have a particular Account of in Scripture, tg $7 


$2.4 c- 


be Men in an extraordinary ftanding : and the 
' Miniſtry which they hold to, is that which has 
taken Place ſince the Bible was: compieated ; 


of + a4. 4 * OCs 
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which for my Part I do not want to have any -; 
Concern with : but I chooſe fuch a Miniſtry a(& =. 
is deſcribed, both by-Precept and” Example, in n 
God's Word, 231 

One main Text that is brovght to ſupport thig 5, 


Scheme is that Promiſe, Lo I am with you, always, 
even«to the end of the World. Matt. 28. 20. From 
+ whence. they reaſon thus, * The Apoſtles them- 
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« ſelves did not live to the end of the Worlds *£. 
Þ - S- 
6. therefore the Promiſe extends to them thas  :*: * 
« they ordained, and to their Succellors, that © ;5 
« are introduced in an orderly Way to the end.” v- 
But waving many groſs Abſurdities that might 8 {+ 
be mentioned, this one is ſufficient to cur off {3 


this Scheme jntirely, viz. that it 1s Contrary to 
the Goſpel, to apply that Promiſe-to any. uncon- 
verted Man, let him be jarroduced how he.wil. 
All the Promiſes of God tn Chriſt are yea, and in 
bim, Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. And Peter teils us that 
a being by God's Power brought to the Know=" 
ledge of him, 1s the Way ovbereby rs groen 19 us. 
excreding great and precious Promiſes,” 3 Pet. I. Jy, 
4. Thar to be ſhort, the*trye Meaning of Chriſt's 
| Words 
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Words endoubrgdly 4 is this, That al! his Childrelyi 
In every Ape, who are by his Spirit called-into: 
this Work, and go on faithfully to reach all 
Things that he commands them ; he has promiſ. 
ed that he will be with, aſſiſt and bleſs then, 
even to the End of the World. And in no 
other Senſe 'can 1 conceive it to be true at all, 
for Chriſt has never promiſed to be with bis own 
Children when they turn aſide. from his Ways: 
and. then ſurely he has not promiſed to be with 
thoſe” who! never were in him, who is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, Joh. 14.6 Much more 
might eaſily be ſaid to illuſtrate theſe Things 3 
buc'T have already enlarged much farther than 
Lhad any Deſign of, when [ began this Diſcourſe, 
and endings I muſt bafſten to a cloſe. 


_ Usz Il. Hence let every Soul that profeſs 
themſelves to be Chriſt's Miniſters, examine whe- 
ther ever' they were called into that great, Work. 
by the Influences of the Holy. Spirit-or nor. All 
will own, that t yun before they are Jent, is ® 
greadful Thing t and I think-ic has been clearly 
ſhewn in this Treatiſe, that all run before they 
are ſenr, who are not called by the Spirit of 
God, O therefore my dear Reader whoever 
thou art, that art called a Miniſter of Criſt, 1 
eharge you 10 my Maſter's Name, ſearch critt- 
cally into the Caſe and ſee, haſt thoa ever been 
brought into a ſaving Acquaintance with Jeſus 
Chriſt ? If not, how canſt thou pretend to lead 
Souls to him, and never knew bim yourſelves? 


4rt thou a Maſter in Yrael, and not Born again |. 


Joh. 


T 
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Joh. 3. 10. If chou haſt not got into the Kingdom 
thyſelf, thou wilt be ia danger of hindering thoſe 
that are entering z awotal isthe Caſe of ſuch 
Souls, Matt. 23. 13. O therefore look to.your 
Standing | | 

And if you find that your ſtanding isin Chriſt, 
then examine whether he has called you to this 
Work or no. Had- you- ever ſuch a view. of 
Chriſt and his dear Flock, as to draw forth your 
Soul to love them above-every- Thing here? yes 
fo as nut to count yours Life dear to you, ſo that you 
might finiſh your Courſe with Foy ! Att. 20. 24. 
Has the Treaſure of the Goſpel ever been opened 
and committed to your Soul ? and has God's Comms 
mand been therewith ſer home. upon your Hear? 
to go and feed bis Sheep and Lambs ! Joh. 21. 15, 
16. Have you been enabled clearly to count the 
Coſt, and to ſee an infinite Fulneſs 3n Chriſt. tu 
fupp!ly all your Needs, and to carry you through 
allthe Trials of this evil World. ; and. have his 
Promiſes been ſeal2d to your. Souls, ſo as to: bring 
you with all your Heart to yeild unto God, and 
(like Abrabamn's Servant) to ſwear unto him to bs 


faithful in this Work of winning a Bride for your 


Maſter's Sm ? Gen«/24. 2,----:9. Surely, it yog 


have experienced theſe Things, you know ſomes 


thing of it. 


13s If. Of Exhortation. Firſt, To thoſe 
who are called of God into this great Work of 
preaching the. Goſpel, O my Fathers and Bre- 
ibren, ſulfer a Word gf | Exhormiion, though 
from. a Child. N 
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- Beexhorted alwaysto view the Worth of Souls: 
and let the Terrors of the Lord, and the Love: of 
Chriſt conſtrain you and | ever to be faithful in our 
Maſter's Work, 2 Cor. 5. 11. 19. Miniſters are 
called Soldiers, 2 Tim. 2. 3. and therefore they 
muſt expe& to endure Hardneſs, and to go thro' 
a Variety of Trials here, and not to have a Liſe 
of Alefhly Eaſe, or worldly Applauſe: then ler 
us Fight the good Fight of Faith, and lay hold on 
eternal Life,---- Many Conſiderations there be that 
will move- our Soils to be faithful, if rightly view+ 
ed. | The Souls we have the Care of, are the 
Price of Chriſt's Blood. Thus ſays the Apoſtle, 
Feed the Church of God which be bath purchaſed with 
his own Blood, Atts 20. 28. O did Chriſt count 
Souls to: be worth ſo much, that he gave bis Life 
a Ranſom for many, and ſhall not we ſpend Life 
and: Strength, and exert ourſelves to the utmoſt 
for their Salvation.-? Again, if we are found © 
unfaithful, their Blood will be laid to our Charge, 
Ezek. 33-8: And Soul Blood is dreadful to an« 
ſwer for. - Oa the other Hand, if we may be in- , 


*_- Ntrumental "of turning any Ito God ; this will be 


infinitely preferable to all the Gains and Honours 
of this World, Souls that Miniſters are inſtru- 
men:al of converting, will:be their Crown of re- 
goycing in the Preſence of our-Lord Feſus Chriſt, at 
his coming, 1 Thefl. 2. 194 - Oh how joyfally will 
faithſul Miniſters come up before their Judge, with 
a great Number of ſpiritual-Children round them, 
that they have been Inſtruments of turning from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
uno God, Ats-26. 175 18. c 
| Secondly, 


F 


* 
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Secondly, Let me exhort all Chriſtians in gen 


pu the Gifts that they have. 


Ce 
ral -to improve faithfully what Talents God bas 

wen them. Though all are not called. to be 
publick Teachers, yet alb are commanded to im+ 


It 1s as neceſ- 


aro in order for the Welfare of the Church of 
Chriſt, thac every Gift be improved ; as-it is for: 


' our temporal Welfare, that all the Members-of 


our -Body be uſed in their proper Place + as the 
Apoſtle clearly ſhews, Rom. .12. 5.-&c. 1 Cor. 124: 
12-++21, The Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, I have 


uo need.of thee: nor 


bave no need of 
, Is undoubtedly one great: Cauſe of the Decay of 


ain, the Head to the Feet, [ 
y0u,--- The neglect of thus living,” 


vital Religion, and of bringing Barrenneſs upon, 


the People of God, 
ne that hath (1.e. improves what he has) 


+ given, and be [b 
” that bath not, ſhall be taken away, even that wich. 


be-bath, Matt. 25: 29. 
.ment of what Light andiStrepgth the Lord gives, /. 


For Chriſt ſays, Unto every. 
ſhall bs. 


all have Abundanee : but from bins | 


By a faithful Improve» 


Souls/not: only gain- more, and alſo do Good ta., 
others ; but alſo they hereby get further Eſtabliſh, 
ment- of -Soul, and-a clearer Knowledge coffwhats 


their Gitc 1s. 


And therefore, if any of -my Rea- 


ders have ſome Convittion on their Minds about : 
Preaching, and. yet are at-a Loſs about the Caſe. , 
}# +my Advice is, that with all your Hearis you obey 

your '/God in what has been made clear Duty ta--, 


You. 


L don't defire-any Soul to go into; any»; 


Thing without Clearnefs; but then»be obedient 
to'whatever God has made known of his: Wilkto 


\s 


'youz and that is the Way ts bave other Thingk 
2 ck « made. .. 
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made clearer and clezrer. Chriſt {avs that, If any 


-: Man will do his Father's Will, be ſhall know of the 


Dodrine, whether it be of God, or whetber I ſpeak 
of my ſe'f} Joh. 7. 17. 


Thirdly, Should theſe Lines chance to fall into 
the Hands of any that are called Miniſters of 
Chriſt, who diſregard, or bave not experienced 
ſuch a Call from God as has been deſcribed : t0 
ſuch I would fay a few Words. 


Sirs, Probably you may look with Difdain npon 
ſuch a Child as I am: yet while you are makin 
ſo much of human Learning, as though none cou 
underſtand the Scriptures without ſuch” a great 
Degree of- it; be intreated to pauſe a little, and 
take a more ſerious View of Things, and ſee if 
you -are not runing inthe Path that thoſe did of 
1d, who were found fighting againſt God: whoſe 
Language concerning Chriſt and his Followers was, 
Have any of the Rulers, or bf the Phariſees believed 
on bim? But this People who knoweth not the Law 
are curſed, Toh. 7.4849. As if none knew the Law 
bat they. | But Jet Men go as far as they will 


here, yet without the ſpecial Teachings of the 


divine Spirit, they are ever /earning, and never able 


290: come tothe Knowledge of the Truth, 9 Tim. g:7. 


J'or be that knows the Truth. the Truth 
him free ;--- yea free indeed, Þ 1h. 8. $2, 36. What 
po awfu] Warning might that Paſſige be to you? 


Jade 11. Ho unto them ; for they have gone'in the - 


Way of Cain, and ran greedily - after the Error of 


Salaam for - Reward, and piriſbed-in the Cainſaying: 


ay 


Ul make [8+ 


_ ces that. God kas greatly favour'd ſome that yow : 


an Internal Cat to preach the Gos pit. vp 


of Core. The Way of Cain was this? he brought _/ 
an Offering to the Lord without Faith and the 

Affiſtance of his Spiric ; and no doubt” bur he' £ 
thought the Prieſthood belonged to himfelf7; 

therefore when he ſaw that his younger Brother 
was prefered before him, he was wroth,--- and 
when he could get Opportunity he flew hitn, be- 
cauſe bis own Works were evil, and his Brother's 

righteous, Gen. 9.3, 5,8. 1 Joh. 3.12; Heb. T1. 4. 
And have youmnot often felt your Wrath boil, be» + 
cauſe you have been convinced in your Conſcien- EE 
reckon far below your ſelves ? - Surely your li 
Wrath has often prevail'd too far to be conceals 
ed: and had you the Power that many have had 
in Ages paſt, we have no Reaſon to think bur 
that you would proceed to Murder, or putting to | 
Death as well as they, Blef[:d be God that you .% 
are 1o far reſtrained. ; 
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The Error of Balaqm, was his teaching for 
_ or to get temporal Gain, inſtead of ſeeks 
the Good of immortal Souls, 2 Pet. 2. I5* | 
And how common 1s it in theſe Days among you 
that profeſs to be Chriſt's ' Miniſters, not only: 4! 
when you firſt ſettle ro be governed by this ta '« 
ſettle where you can'get the moſt Money 7 but * 
alſo afrer you have taken the ſolemn Charge of 
a Flock, if you can ſee a Profpett of getting #7: 
more ſome where elſe, preſently the People are©77'% 
threatned' that if they will nor give you more + 
Sallary, you muſt leave them ? And ſundry th 75 
ws = and gone-off from the People whi 
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they had ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt bad made them Over- 
fſeers of. Like Micba's Prieſt (- which I think js 
the only one that we have Account of in Scrip- 
rure' that made a particular Bargain about his 
temporal Support ) who when he had a bigger 
Offer by the Tribe of Dan, though he was con- 
tent with Migcgh before, yet now not only leaves 
Micab, but alſo-robbed him of his gods, Fadg.17. 
I9, 11. and 18; '19, 20. Very contrary to this 
is. Paul's Example, who tells the Corinthians, 41 
WW! will very gladly ſpend, and be ſpent for-you, though 
= 3 the more abundantly I love you, $be le/s 1 be loud, 
"a 1 2 Cor. 12. 15. 


»-»» And periſhed in the Gainſaying of Core. This 
is often applied to ſuch as withſtand the Scheme 
that I have ſpoken againſt in this. Book. But 
obſerve more cloſely who Korab's Company were. 
Not che meaner Sort of People, but ghey were 
Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in the Congre- 
S gxion; Men of Renown. And: what they gain- 
yed was this great Truth, That it is God alone 
that can” ſanftify and fir Men for, and alſo call them 
into this great Hark of teaching and leading his Peo- 
ple; As 1s evident ; for Mo/jes and Aaron were 
ſantified and called into thac. Work by the im- 
mediate Influences of God's Spirit: bur-they ſaid, 
Te take too much: upon you, ſeeing all che Congregation 
are holy, every one of them; wherefore then lift yu 
up your ſelves above the Congregation of. the Lord, 
Numb. 16. 2, 3, 


_ Haw exitly dots this Charater agres with; 
QT iboſe 


=> 


Jition, but firſt examine your own 


ſh CY 
44 KF. 


-, 


jt .to be Pride in any to pretend to 4t?---- They 


periſhed in theſe Gainſayings ; and Oh !: rake Y 


heed leaſt you follow them down to eternal\'Wo: 
There is no Men's Caſe under Heaven that the 
Scriptures repreſent to be ſo awful as the Caſe of 
unconverted, and unfaithful Miniſters: What 
dreadful Things are ſpoken to ſuch in the: 23d 
of Jeremiah, the 94th ' of Ezekiel, and 2gd_ of 
Matthew, as well as many other Places? Q 
therefore fly immediately co Chriſt for Pardon 
and Salvation ! If you-come to believe in Chriſt, 
and ſo to ſtand in the Counſel of God, there is 
a Poſſibility chat you may yet do Good to Souls, 
Fer. 23: 29. As doubt not but there are.{g 
in.our Days who did run into this Work 
being ſent of God; that yet have been callwerts 
edjand made a Blefling afterwards ; vet that is no 
moreof a Warrant fot others torun ſo; than igiste 
run into any other Courſes of Wickedneſs, out of 
which ſome have been ſaved. But if you {till go 


on to make Merchandize of Souls, you will find. |: 


that your Fudsment now of a long Time lingerethnoty 
and your Dartination ſlumbereth not, 2 Pet. 2. 3: 


Fourthly, I would ſpeak a Word to thoſe Peos 
ple that look upon all in general which are 9+ 
troduced according to the common Way of the 
Land, to be Miniſters of Chritt.---- 

My dear Fellow Men, 
Be intreated no longer to take Things by Ira 


ſtandingy 
Py 


a Internal C au1/ 12 preach the GosPht. not 


thoſe who deny the Neceflity of being ſpecially { 
called by God's Spirit into this Work, and reckon ; 
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whether you were- ever born again or not! If 


you have not experienced that Change, you are 
conſtantly\expoſed to be deluded and ruined for 
ever. For Chriſt cells us, that falſe Men, IF it 
were poſſible -ſball deceive the very Klef, Matt, 24. 
24. ! therefore reſt not in being like your 
Miniſters, (Hof. 4. 9.) unleſs they and you too are 


conformed to Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. 13.7, 8. If you 


have not this, read and tremble at that awfu! Paſ- 

ſagein Jer. 5. 30, 31. A wonderful and horrible Thing 
is committed in the Land.. The Prophets prophbefte falſly, 
andthe Prieſts bare Rnle by their Means, and my Peo-+ 


- ple love to have it fo: and what will ye dd in the —_— 


thereof ? 


"A - ally.«Does the Lord as really by. his Spirit 
eallforin his Meflengers now as formerly ? then 
lerevery Soul that has an Intereſt at the Throne 
of Grace, earneſlly cry that the Lord of the Harveſt 
would fend forth Labonrers into bis Harveſt, for the 
Labourers are few, Matt. 9.37, 38. Plead that he 
would ſpeedily gather his Flock, that have been 
Feattered in the cloudy and dark Day, Ezek, 34. "91 
And that he wouldideliver all his People fro 

vourers, and give them Paſtors according to bis _ 
Heart, Jer. 3.15. Now the God of Peace that bro't 
9gain\from the Dead our Lord Jeſus that great Shep- 
B2*d of the Sheep, thro" the Blood of the everlaſtin}y 
Covenant; make you petfeft in every good Hurk to'd» 


bis Will, working in Po that which is well-pleoſing 


in his Sight, thro Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be Glory 
nf ever ard ever. AMEN, Heb. 13. 21, 33. 


AN. 


Containing fume ſhort Account of he 


Experiences and dyins Teſtimony 
of Mr. Nathaniel Shepherd; Paſtor 


of a Church of Cnr1sT in Attlebo= 
rough ; who died April 14. $75: 


4 


F TE RI had finiſhed what was defigns 
ed in this Book, ſundry ſerious P o_ 
who had heard ſomething of fb | 

periences and dying Teſtimony of Mr 
Nathaniel Shepherd, were very defirous. OE 
to have them publiſhed Bhick this Treatiſew Bue "Þ | 
at firſt ] declined it, becauſe the Subſcribers-werg . ®4;4 
not informed thereof, Yet after further Conſides  /*: 
ration, I 'remembered that many People in vanous 

Places had heretofore manifeſted ro me a Deſire to 

have ſomeching of that printed : And allo appres . 

heading that his Experiences ou be entertaining ; 
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to the generality of thoſe that like this Book ; and 
ſundry.renewing their Requeſt to have his Teſti- , 
mony preſerved with this Diſcourſe, 1 at laſt thoughr 
'I would venture to add it here by way of Appen- 
dix. And what made me more free to do it, was 
this : He was the firſt ordained Paſtor that has died 
among thoſe in this Land, that have in this Day 6- 
penly withdrawn Communion from the Scheme that I 
have oppoſed in this Book. And though fome have 
been ſo bold as to ſay, that No Perſon which bas 
done ſo, and perſiſts in it can die in Peace, yet his Ex- 
ample, as wel} 2s Scores of others, clearly evidence 
the contrary, 
"What is here ſet down, is an Extra out of a 
larger Account which I took down when I happen- 
3 _..- ed to be at Arleborough ſome few Months after bis 
37 Death, only for my own Satisfation, and becauſe 


2 


| OS i*: 
© 


| $87 thought ſuch Things ought to be preſerved, and 
Si be” not loſt. 1 ſet it down from the Mouths of thoſe 
| {1 that were with him in his Sickneſs, and at his Death, 
| with the utmoſt Exattneſs 1 could, looking upon ir 
"4 very\preat Evil co impoſe upon Mankind with a 
- falſe Repreſeritation of ſuch Things." I had it 

mainly from theſe three Perſons following, viz. Mr. - 
Everett, that lived near him, and was with 
kim every Day of his Sickneſs ; Mr. William Car- 
®.  penier, Paſtor of a Church in Norton, and his affli- 
ed Widow, who though ſhe was much rried about 
parting with him at firſt, yet was brought to a ſweet 
Submiſſion'a few Hours before his Death ; and was 

. remarkably borne up under her Trials afterwards. 


F have added ſcarce any Remarks of' wy on; 
. this 
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Mr. SHEPHERD's ExPtrrences. 


this Account, partly for Brevity ſake, and partly 
becauſc many have complained that often ** ſuch 
« Accounts have thewn more what the Publiſhers 


ot near. Brookline, where he Joined to the Church, 
and for ſome Years he went on with ſome outward 
Striftneſs in Religion, but was ignorant of the New. 
Birth, as he was made to ſce afterwards ; a very 
ſhort Account whereof, I find written with Re + 
Haad, as follows. K 
« ] thought one Day in my Retirements that I. 
« could not delay to put down a few Lines to keep: 
« in Mind what God had remarkably done for my == 
+ Saul: which Lines I hope God: will make uſe of” 7:33 *F 
© co bring freſh to my Mind his Love to my Soph *1.$5 | 
* when ever 1 ſce them. Although I had * my. « | 
* Life before thought my ſelf a paſſable Chriſtian,” 
* though under a great Miſtake, as I found. after=, 
* wards ;—and had been a falſe Profeſior of Chriſt ; 
* ia his Church almoſt cighe Years, for which; 
* Abuſe I deſire to he low at his Feet all my Days, .» 
* —l[t pleaſed the bleſſed God in the 28th Year; 
* of my Age, to ſend his dear Servant Mr. White-\4 
6 field here among(t us, and by his Preaching I + 


**..could ſay, than what the Perſon ſpoken of, ſaid” 
* or did ; * , Therefore I have endeavoured ay 
plaidly as might be to give you his own Words, in 
which, [ce being dead, yet ſpeaketh. 

The Perſon of whom we write, was born in Nor- © * q 
ton on Feb. 13th, A.D. 17512,13. But before he +; 'Þ 
was grown up, he went and lived.in ſundry Towns == 
near Boſton, and after he was married he- ſettled ing 5. |' 
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Some fbort Account of 


* was much affeted, and thought I was reformed, 
«* but grew careleſs again : but I was ſeveral Times 
_.,* awakened again by God's faithful Miniſters that 
& came among us ; bor ſtill remained a Stranger 
«to my ſelf, until the Summer in the Year 1742, 
« ther it pleaſed God to ſend his dear Servant, 
_ ©* Mr. Davenport among us, which was a wonder- 
«ful Man to ſearch Hypocrites ; and thus it pleal- 
«ed God to make him an Inſtrument to open my 
«Caſe to me, in a Sermon at Boflon, preached 
*% -npon the Common from Matth. 3. 10. And now 
- ah the 7x is laid unto the Root of the Trees.-— 
/ hich was in the goth Year of my Age, on 
0 Tiſgay the 25th of July. —And I was now un- 
«der a ſharp Work of the Law, and'was dead to 
'** and ſlain by the Law, and was in a deplorable 
4 Condition :— like the Woman that had the 

| - bloody Ifilue, and had fpent all upon Phyſicians, 

'* and was nothing bettered, and then applied her 
| <6 Telf to the Hem of Chriſt's Garment, which 
= her Cure. And as long as a poor Sinner 
a Pennyworth of Self righteouſneſs he never 

« wi corhe to Chriſt. 1 thought if 1 did nor lee 
"Self righteouſneſs F molt periſh-;— and if [ * 
ould let al my own Props go, did not know 

© bor that I might fall-into the Arms of Chriſt ; 
| «5 «© 25 I believe I did the next Monday "after, the 
««!feeghd Day of Auzuft in the Year above dared," 

- »«*A".memorable Day ro my” Soul, from which 
«Time I believe 1 can date my Converſion, while 
«” hearing Mr. Davenport preach from John 6. 37«;, 
- oo that the Fathir giveth me foall come to ond. 
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Mr. Snrensnd's ExPraiences, 105 I 


«. and bim that cometh to me 1 will in no wiſe caff 
« out, And there | ſeemed to ſee the Power of 
« Cayr1sT's ReſurreAion ; and that he had fatiss == 
. ® fied God's Juſtice, that before "was ou? againſt . = 7; 

« me: and that God was fatisfied with what he' © i + 
« had done. Glory to his Name. - This ismy ? 


« Experience in ſhort, 
Nathaniel: Shepherd. 
Glory be given to FaTrzn, Sony and Hory 


«© Spirit. Amen.” VL 
Sometime after. his Converſe - oj 


from the Chutch -in Brookline, over which Me. 
Allen then was Paſtor : the chief Reaſons whereof 
were, becauſe Mr: Allen, who had favoured the 
Work of God that was- then going on inthe Land, 
afterwards came out againſt it, calling it a Dgduſron” 
of the Devil ; and alſo becauſe many were received” 
into the Church withour giving any ſatisfying Evi "#Y 
dence of their Union t6 Cnz1sT, yea without bee #7 
ing examined any thing about that ; and Perſons. - TY: F 
of a corrupt Life- were indulged in the Churchy 
without being dealt with according to Goſpe] Rule: 
Sometime in the Year 1546, he was called forth * 
publickly to preach the Goſpel, | truſt by the "In»" 
fluences of the divine Spirit: 
And in the beginning of che following Winter, 
he began to preach to the Congregation in Attleho- 
rough, over which he afterwards was Paſtor : and 
in. the Spring, at their-earneſt Deſire he removed” 
his Family there, and laboured among ' them with” _- 
eonliderable of a Bleſſing; and in the Fall wr 1947” 
"Re he 
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: he was choſen their Paſtor, and was _ ordained on 
\ Fan. 20th. 1747,8. And he was enabled fo 
walk as to gain a good Report of them that were 
without, and was beloved by many who were not 
of his Sentiments in Religioa. Though it ſeems 
he was ſo ſenſible of the want of more Conformity 
to God, that among other Means that he uſed to 
attain it, he determined upon this Method, in the 
Fall of the Year 1751: viz. to ſpend one Day in 
the Week in ſecret Faſting conſtantly, when be was 
at homer lng her neceſſary Buſineſs did not hia- 
or, to ſee greater Meaſures of the divine 
_—_ to aſliſt tg bleſs him, both in his private 
k, and his publick Improvements. And this 
PraQtice he kept up *cill be wenthis laſt Journey a 
Ittle before he died : and before his Dcath he told, 
ſome intimate Friends that he had enjoyed very, 
preat Comforts and Bleffings from the Lord in this 
cerciſe, 
On Wedneſday Feb. 26. 1552. he ſet away a 
' Journey up the Country towards Northampton, and 
was gone five Weeks, and he had remarkable Al- 
ſiſtance and Succeſs in "his Labours : fave Souls he 
_ appreheuded were converted in the Journey, He 
came home on April 2. And though he uſed com- 
monly to come home from his Journeys {o ſpent. 
that he could do bur little for ſome Days after it : 
yer now his Soul was ſo. overborn with a Senſe of 
Ctivine . Things, that he ſpent every Day but one 
*till he was taken lick, in viſiting, and labouring 


\ 


| 


with Souls round him, not only publickly, but alſo. ; 


in TO0G and waraing them from Houle to Houſy 3 Fy 


Mr. SHzrntnD's ExPtrnitNnCes! 


with Tears : and ſeemed to be like one 1n Haſte 
to have done his Work, 

Wedneſday April 8. (the Day he was taken ſick) 
, as they were going to Family Prayer in the Morn- 
ing, he ſaid to his Children, ©* Come we are going 
** to worſhip the great God, and ſce to it that you 
* do it in Reality ! do not make a Mock of it, 
* as you have too often done! '* Theft he ſpake 
to his Children one by one, beginning whe the 
eldeſt, and down to the youngeſt that could under- 
ſtand ; and addreſſed his Ditcourſe to their parti- 
cular Caſes with remarkable Clearneſs : and he told 
them that he expeCted in a little Time to leave 
their Mother a Widow, and to leave them Father- 
leſs Chidren, Then he went to Prayer, and had a- - 
ſtoniſhing nearneſs to God therein ; and God's 
Power ſeemed greatly to ſeize every Soul preſent. $ 
And his beloved Conſort ſaid chat when he went a- li 
way that Morning, it looked to her that he had 1-8 
charged himſelf to his Family, as if he was: never” 
to ſee them more. Soon after Prayer, Mr. 7oſoua 
Everett came in, and they ſet away together toigo ir Þ 
to a Meeting, and by the Way they vilited Teverat - * 
Families ; and Mr. Everett ſaid, he never ſee him 
have ſuch Strength and Fervency | in labouring with _ | 
Souls before, as he had now : every. Word appeared 
weighty ; and Mr. 'E——tt (aid, he heard him not 
lefs than a dozen Times that Day, vocally renew 
Covenant with God, and give away his All ro him; 
and faid he longed to ſpend every remaining Breatiz 
for him. 


In the Afternoon they-went to the Meeting, yy 
: r, 
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Mr. Carpenter preach'd, and in Meeting Time Mr, 
Shepherd was taken ill, fo that as ſoon as Meeting 
was done, he haftened Mr. E tt about going 


home, and they ſer away together, but he was fo . 


ſwallowed up in difcourſing on divine Things, that 
ſaid no more of his bodily Weakneſs *cill they had 
got juſt home, which was 3. or 6 Miles.” Sooft 


that his Wife could bat juſt get him to bed; and 


he' was exceeding Il], and ſomething delireous moſt 


of the Night. 

- But on Thurſday Morning, the free exerciſe of 
his Reaſon was reſtored, and it was continued to 
him ever after *c!l Death, And as Mr. E——# 
called, as he was going toa Church Meeting, he 


_asked him if he had any particular Meſlage to ſend 


to his Church ? And (after pauſing a httle) he ſaid 


© Yes, I have a Mefſage from God.—Tell them to 
,—— up and be doing, for Time is ſhort, and there is 


* a great Work to do : I hear the Sound of Death 


<a coming, : © rell chem — up, up, up | 


His Diſtemper increaſed vpon him very faſt, and 
in the Afrernoon they got a Doctor to him, and he 


jadged that be had the quick Fever, **: of malig- 


nahe Plureſy,”” and that he was ſeized very ' hard, 
Barche remained 'comfortable in Mind through the 
Day. 

On Friday Morning ſome neighbouring Bre- 
thren went over to. ſee him, and as one of them 
was going to Prayer, they aſked what Petition” he 
defired them to put up for him. He anſwered that 


ke had no certain Views whether he ſhould hveror | 


Cie 


after he got into his Houſe he was ſeized ſo bad 
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»this | Sickneſs. ** But, ſajd he, that is not. 
6c. mo  Thiog with me, but what. I waot is, that [ 
« may. ſpend every remaining Breath for God !”? 
His  Diſtemper prevailed very faſt upon his Body, 
but as his owuward Man decay'd, bis imward Man 
evidently was renewed Day by Day ; which he ſun- 
dry Times expreſſed ( to People that came Jn, and 
aſked how he did ) in. theſe remarkable Words, 
*. I have a ſhaken Body, but an unſhaken Mind,” 

Saturday ſundry Chriſtians mer, and ſpent ſome 
Hoors in Prayer with tim : but he was ſo weak 
that be could fay bur little moſt of the Day, only 
he manifeſted a ſweet Calmneſs of Mind, and an in- 
tire Refignation to God's Will, whether ic was for 
Life or Death. 

After they bad prayed ſundry Times, Mr. Car- 
penter and Everett went into the Room where he lay, 
and he told them that he had a Deſire of 
and bearing Teſtimony to his dear Church for the 
Work of the Lotd in theſe Days ; but whether 
ſhould have Opportunity or no he knew nar, 
therefore he did call them as Witneſſes to te 
&« That he was juſt of the ſame Mind png ge 
* building of the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, and about: 
* the Ordinances and Diſcipline thereof, as he had 
U been heretofore : and that he did bear Teſtimony: 
* againſt all falſe Religion, boch An/inomianiſm and. 
« Arminianiſm, whether in Learned or Unlearned.** 
And he gave them a ſolemn Charge always to be 
faithful for God, in his Work. 

_ On Lord's Day , his firſt Fever broke, and the 
putrid Fever ſect in, {o that all Hope of his 
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' ſeemed ts be gone : but he continued ſerene and- (1, 


comfortabie in Soul, And ſometime in the Aﬀter- 
noon. he defired a Woman that was with him; to 
call in his dear Conſort and Children, ** For, ſaid 
*: he, I don't know but this is the laſt Opportunity 
* that I ſhallthave with them ; *tis likely that I 
««. ſhall be a cold Corpſe laid againſt the Wall be- 
*, fore Morning.” — And after they were come in 
(there being no Brethren preſent.) he deſired his 
Wife to pray z which after ſome urging, ſhe Cid, 
but the Trial feem'd fo hard, to part with fuch a 
Friend in her difficult: Circumſtances, that ſhe could 
not freely give him vp to God: which he perceived. 
therefore after ſhe had done, he prayed; and ( tho” 
he was very weak, and could bring out his Words 
but ſlowly yerYhe did very diſtinly, and with great 
Freedom. and Strength, firſt give up his, beloved 
Companion to the Lord : and prayed that he would 


give her both temporal and ſpiritual Supplies as ſhe  |\ 


needed, and as he fee beſt for her. Then he went 
op and'prayed for his Children, begimning with the 


eldeſt 'and down to the youngeſt ; expreſling , 


their Names, which were all but one of them Scrip- 
rore Names, and aſking particular Bleſſings on, and 
for them, with conſiderable Reference ro Perfons of 
che ſame Names in Scripture F': and refigned chem 


all vp to Godgwho firſt gave them to him. Then , 
| he alſo gave up ro-God his unborn Child. 9 Aﬀet 
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awell, t/aar, Elizabeth, Jacob, and Hannah. 


1} Who was born in the following Juxe, and his Name was. 


Sema). G , 
> id that 


+ Their Names are Jonathan, Nathanael, Ebmexer, Mind- 
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that he came on to the Caſe of his . dear Flock, "81 
hich he could appeal to God, that the Holy Ghott ot 
bim an Overſeer of. And he did in a won» 
erful Manner reſign them up to his divine Maſter, 
xpreſſing his Deſire and Belief that he would take 
are of them, and carry on his Work among them 
this evil Day. Afterwards as People came home 
rom Meeting, many came in to ſee him, and he 
ad aſtoniſhing Aſſiſtance, and Clearneſs in ſpeak- 
ing to each one, according to their ſeveral Caſes ; 
and to leave his dying Counſels and Charges with 
hem. And though Death evidently was approach- 
ng on very faſt, yet he was fo far from fearing it; 
that he wanted to have it haſten : which among' « 
* jother Things) he ſhewed by this, viz. he held up 
* [his Hands ſeveral Times to ſee if the Blood did not 
begin to ſettle under his Nails z and when he per-- 
' {ceived that it did, he ſaid, ** Twas what he had beem: 
1 deſiring and looking for.” | 
Monday, before Day, they ſent and called in-the* 
Neighbours, for they thought he was dying : bue* 
*|when the Perſon that has been often mentioned, 
came in, Mr. Shepherd ſeemed exceedingly fwal> 1 
lowed up in Views of divine Things, and he took - 
him by*the Hand, and faid, * O Brother Everett ! 
'** 18 this dying !. I never thought. it was ſo caly!- 
' [Ic has ſeemed hard to me to: leaveſſty dear Fa- 
**:mily in this evil World, and above all, to part 
**: with the dear Flock of God : but Oh ! how ealy 
 F* it is now! I can leave them with greater Free- 
*.dom that ever I met with them in the World.” 


'Then after one had prayed, he ſpake particularly J 
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to every Perſon preſent, with. ſpecial - Clearneſs ats 
cording to their f 

hand one by one, and took | his leave Pan 2 _ 
and to thoſe that he counted Saints, he ſaid, ** 1 
* muſt- bid you Farewel, but for a little Time." 
But to others he ſaid, © If you get an Iotereft in 


*farewel to Eternity.” To his Brother 1/aae 
Shepherd chen preſent, he ſaid, © © Brother !. you 


& Way is ſtrair till,”* 
"And for an Haur or more he went o6-in ſpeak- 
ing of divine Things in a wonderful Manner. After 


that he made his Will and fercled his temporal Af- 
fairs, in the Forenoon he feemed to revive a. little 5; 
but'it was not long before his bodily Diſtreſs came: 
-heavier again : bur through his whole'Sicknelſs 
ie | e of any Darkneſs in Mind, bur 
-” enly once, or more he ſaid, ** Satan has been throws" 
*ing- his Fiery Darts, but Cas1sT bath gotten 
' < the Viftory.” 


ſcarce. ever ſpak 


: Late in the Evening, when the Neighbours were 


generally gone-home, and the Watchers were ſome 
-of them gotten. 'to' Sleep, and he had been in a 


Drawze, his Wife who fat by ' him, thought ſhe 


-— wodld- juſt ſtep into the other Room to the Fire ; © - 
but ſhe ceived there: was forne Alteration, '{ 


and-run back ; and he faid, + Call the Folks, for 


**: Lam 4 going 


red to have-yreat Comfort, of Soul, though _ 
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veral Caſes, and took them by the ' 


* Chriſt, then farewel ſor a little Space, but if notg +. 7 


* and I have made many crooked Paths, but Tas 


: Which ſhe ſooo did, and Jent” 
Neighbours, and fundry of them came mn” 
y 3 and ſeveral of them prayed, and the ap-" 
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Ar. SnzenrnD's ExpgRIEXCES. | A -, 
pake but a few Words more, Once he ſaid, **Fare+ © 4 
« wel vain World, I bid adieu,” — And as: the 0 
hriſtians that were round his Bed, were with Free- 
| lom ſpeaking of the Lord's aithfulneſs to thoſe 
hat have livgd devoted t@ him here ; how! he will 


ſtand by them in a dyi r : and were mentions 
| _ ing that Scripture, Plal. 


Man, and bthold the upright 'Y for * 
Man is Peace. | (ay, as they 

T hings, his Wife (who ſet by: 
-old Sweat) ſaid, © I don't qu 
* ſtands what we ſay, tho* he can't ſpeak.” 


is 


then ſhe defired him, that if he ſtood FA $ 
they ſaid, he would hold up his Hand; hich ww 
did, firſt one, and then both of them ; thas * 
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ſpake out juſt ſo as they could hear him, ©. G 
*Glory1 Glory ! to Father, Son, and Holy ey + 
Which were the laſt Words they ever heard biaw 
ſpeak. Soon after, he breathed out his Spirit into 
that eternal World, where undoubtedly he'ls, _ 
will be unwearedly aſcribiog Praiſe and Glory, to 
ſacred 'T rinity, for ever and ever. He died -abour: 
3 o'Clock in the Morning on Tueſday April 7 
1752. 
His Funeral was attended next Day, by a great, 
Number of People, after a Sermon preached by Ma / 
h Carpenter, from Pſal. 34. 19. - Many are the Afliftis* 
" ons of the Righteous ; but the Lord delivereth hen y- 
wo them all. E 7," 
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NN PHE Introduftion, Page _ The right Ve of the 
_ . 17 ' And the rain Point flated and ao The 
6 Point Foy] and. 4 God's M now have eſſentially thy 
WM Call as heretofore, becaule they perſonate the 
i, 4 fon God'2z;. An "nei is av near to his ith to ſend them 
E 47 forth as formerly 25.” And is 00 Þ to commiſio« 
' i nate them now than here r Work effenti- | 
- $85 ally as great as eyer 30, he N this Call ex- 
T | plained 34- It confains a Diſcovery of the State of God's q 
"i .» People 36. A bavi realure of the Goſpel opened and | 
=} 7 Ito the 'And God's Command therewith | 
'} feed” s Sheep and Lambs 41, | 
| ' | Chriſt's TI In? | 
VE by their hing the whole Counſel of 
6 their pradtifing agreeable therets 51.” And by | 


ming with them by his Affiſtance and Bleſſing 


| Rions anſwer'd. What is for, is not a 
zaffelves above the Prophets and Apoſtles, bur theco- - 
* "There is no Proof from what Pau! ſays 10 Timarhy 
> -, "Qharghe Work is now left in Men's Hands to ſend (ori Mini-" . 

: "kg F-7 OZ, = 4+ nary does a bolding to chis Call defirby external: / | 
Oc, re is no Neceſſity of working Miracles to prove” © 
Edach a Call from'God 65. Nor is the Rrowige 
gina] Tongues abſo/utely neceſſary 66, Ep peoatigh 
to ſuch a Call is no juſt ; nt again it 5 4 
Improvement. Itap that many in this Day 
g Man up. in Chriſt's Place; becauſe that they hold 

| at mas oliar co him formerly is leſt now with Men 
do 79. And that they can make ſuch to be Chrift's Mini- 
»he never align rag Andithat they can d;{miſs Men from 
mmiL pep they thiok-proper 87. A ſhort Survey ©. /- 
e of many” our | Time concerning © 
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